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President’s Note

A year ends, another comes knocking

After a long and fruitful academic year filled with accomplishments and challenges, summer vacation will soon
be upon us. Finally, we can relax for a while, as well as re-visit our projections and assess ourselves in terms
of past achievements with an eye on the next step.

For our students, the vacation period represents a warrior’s time-out during which they will reflect on their
goals for the coming year, and make targeted plans that will help them achieve greater success in their
academic endeavors and future life.

By the end of the year, we would have completed another important phase of QU’s journey of reform in our
three-year strategic plan 2010-2013.

It is important for us that the plan involved continuous interaction within the QU community, led by specialized
work teams. To ensure the plan’s success, it comprised four measurable key performance areas (KPAs) which
were of wide scope and shared a substantial overlap namely: education, research, community service, and
support services and operations. Each of these general areas contains specific goals which can be
measured by a range of diverse indicators.

Effective from the next academic year, we will embark on the implementation of our new 3-year strategic plan
set to end in 2016. Considerable efforts have been exerted to prepare the new plan and we have taken into
consideration lessons learned and past successes to address any future challenges.

This new plan will draw on a very idealistic approach though we do appreciate that perfection is nigh
impossible and only Allah is perfect. We will continue to strive towards quality and excellence in all our
endeavors to position QU — the country’s national university — as a leader regionally and beyond.

Prof Sheikha Abdulla Al Misnad
President
Qatar University
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Campus Day a huge success!

The celebration on April 13 was a fun-filled family day out at QU campus that brought together members

of the QU community — staff, faculty, students and their families - in an extravaganza of activities. Members
mingled with each other and participated in the interactive events, while the children joined in the games, all of
which lent an air of camaraderie and goodwill throughout the day.

This year’s event proved to be the biggest ever and included tree planting contests, food booths, children’s
games, wall-painting, health and fitness events, kite-flying, horse and pony rides and dressing up for children.

Under the theme of campus beautification, activities included the installation of outdoor artwork such as 3D
painting, mosaics and statues to decorate areas with high student traffic. A piece of Arabic art was created to
hang on the wall of the university library, complementing the statue made for last year's Campus Day.

QU President Prof Sheikha Al-Misnad said: “Campus Day is always great fun, and this year’s event looked to
be the best ever. QU is honored to have such a dynamic community, and this gave everyone the opportunity

to come together, enjoy the beautiful surroundings of our campus with their families and friends and play a part
in helping enrich it even more.

“Sincere thanks are due to all the students, staff and faculty who worked so hard to put together such an
engaging program of events.”
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Artwork of Dr Wafa Al-Hamad showcased

An exhibition at QU Library held on March 20-May 23
celebrated the life and artistic talent of distinguished
QU alum and accomplished artist, the late Dr Wafa
Al-Hamad.

The exhibition entitled “A Glance in the Past” show-
cases a gallery of Dr Wafa’s most renowned works,
and sheds light on a lifetime of passion for art by one
of Qatar’s best known contemporary artists who
combined a view of the old world with modern
techniques and perspective.

The gallery is organized by QU Alumni Association with
participation by the Qatar Cancer Society and in
collaboration with the Visual Arts Center. “Dr Wafa's
family was very cooperative and engaged all the way
in gathering her paintings and organizing the gallery”.
QU Manager Alumni & Partner Relations Rana Al Falasi
said.

QU President Prof Sheikha Abdulla Al-Misnad said: “It
is our immense honor to share the work of this
distinguished artist with the Qatari community. Dr Wafa
embodies the character, personality and talent that are
an inspiration to her peers and to the next generation
of alumni. She translated her passion for Art and
especially Arab, Gulf and Islamic art into her wonderful
paintings, as well as to the students she taught while
she wasa faculty member at the College of Education.
This exhibition is our celebration of her ability to weave
stories of culture and heritage and to inspire our
appreciation of them”.

Detailing her perspective on Arab and Gulf art, Dr Wafa
once said: “The talented artist is the one who can
make his work an historical documentation of his
people and country, cope with the momentum of life
and show a real appearance of Islamic Art so that his
work, finally, reflect an excellent blend to match the
various strata of society and satisfy all tastes”.

Dr Wafa’s appreciation of the importance of historical
and cultural integrity in art is summed up in her
discussion of one her paintings Old Doors: “This
painting is a genuine front of originality and entrance
to Islamic Art sprit with all its beautiful ornaments and
engravings. My concern about this type of art is an
expression of appreciation to the latent qualities of art
conceived by our ancients. They transferred the skill
of the trade of making old type doors into a kind of art
which is quite meaningful, and it was all made by their
own bare hands”.

At a very young age, Dr Wafa discovered her artistic
talents and completed a series of art courses on
graphite, pastel and oil painting, Arabic calligraphy,

[slamic Art and Ceramic Art at the Free Art Atelier
from 1981-85.

She held her first private exhibition in tandem with
artist Badriah Al-Kubaisi in 1985, following which
she received a Bachelor’s Degree in Art Education
from Qatar University in 1986. A Master’s Degree in
Art Studio (Oil Painting) from the Eastern Michigan
University was awarded her in 1991, and in 1998,
a PhD from the University of Northern Texas.

Dr Wafa’s solo exhibitions were all held in Doha in
1988, 1992, 2001 and 2005. Additionally, she was
invited to participate in countless collective exhibitions
over the course of her career. Most notably, she
joined the Arab Artists Exhibition in Rome and the
Qatari Women Artists Exhibition. She participated in
the Visual Art Gathering in 2005, the Qatari Artists
Exhibition in 2005, the Asian Artists Exhibition in the
Doha Asian Games in 2006, and the Qatar University
Faculty Exhibition in 2007.

Dr Wafa returned to her aima mater in 2000 as an
Assistant Professor of Art Education in the College
of Education. She passed away on February 21,
2012 leaving behind a wealth of work known for its
vibrancy and originality.
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Book donation received from Japanese Embassy

In a ceremony held on April 30 at the organization’s new library, one hundred books were donated to QU by
the Japanese Embassy in Qatar, in cooperation with Japan Foundation.

QU President Prof Sheikha Abdulla Al-Misnad and Japanese Ambassador H.E. Kenjiro Monji were present at
the ceremony along with QU VP and Chief Academic Officer Dr Mazen Hasna, Library director Dr Imad Bachir,
staff, and students, including those from QU’s Japan Club. Also attending were Japanese exchange student
Mina Kitabayashi from Waseda University who is studying international relations at the College of Arts & Sciences
and Manami Goto studying Arabic in the College’s Arabic for Non-Native Speakers Program.

The donated books covered a wide range of topics in Japanese and English — Japanese language, arts and
craft such as origami and lacework, cuisine, architecture, lifestyle, and Tokyo city guide. Novels, manga
comics, and children’s books were also included in the collection.

In his welcoming remarks, Dr Bachir thanked the Japanese Embassy and the Ambassador for the donation
and those presented to the library over several years. “Your donation enriches the library’s collection and
contributes to the cultural enrichment of QU community. This is part of the cooperation which we have
enjoyed with the Embassy over a number of years”.

Dr Bachir also noted that the Embassy has participated in several events organized by the library such as
World Book Day and the showing of the Japanese film “ Shodo Girls” in conjunction with QU Student Activities
Department.

The Ambassador said: “l am so pleased to continue the tradition of book donations to Qatar University which
started in 1989 and continued in 2004, 2006, 2008, 2011 and 2012. We have to date donated 800 books to
the library’s Japan Corner and this has contributed to students’ further understanding of Japan, its language
and culture”.

He discussed the excellent relations between Japan-Qatar and Japan-QU that have engendered a number of
collaborative activities, such as a scholarship program for Qatari students to study in Japan and opportunities
provided by Japanese companies such as Marubeni who signed an agreement with QU for the benefit of its
students. He also pointed to the recent visit to Japan of 11 female QU students, supported by Qatar
Petroleum Development Co Ltd (Japan), to acquaint themselves with Japanese culture, and urged students
to think about pursuing studies in Japan.

The Ambassador further recalled Qatar’s assistance to Japan following the earthquake in 2011, saying,
“Thanks to your support, our recovery has been speedy”.
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Chairs established, agreements signed

QU'’s collaboration with local, regional and international institutions has garnered many mutual agreements
and the establishment of expert Chair positions at several colleges, programs and centers at the institution,
the most recent being:

Chairs:
Qatalum/Hydro Faculty Chair in Aluminium -- Center for Advanced Materials (CAM) -- to develop applied
research programs related to aluminium applications and their end use.

Attorney General Anti-Corruption Scholarship Chair -- College of Law -- to conduct training courses in all
areas of anti-corruption. As part of the agreement, the university will also establish an Anti-Corruption Program
available for all students to take.

Agreements:

Qatar Rail and Deutsche Bahn AG Germany -- to establish the Qatar Railway Education Alliance in which
QU will host a railway academy to provide technical training and qualify individuals to operate and maintain
the transport network being developed in Qatar. The academy will host an expert Chair position as well as a
student exchange program for highly-qualified students.

Korea University -- this will promote cooperation between the two institutions, encouraging collaboration
between faculty, staff and research institutions. It is planned to include visits by, and exchange of , graduate
and undergraduate students for study and research, visits by and interchange of staff for research, teaching
and discussions, and establishing joint research and other academic activities.

Antall Jozsef Knowledge Centre of Political and Social Sciences Foundation, and Corvinus University of
Budapest, Hungary -- to promote mutual academic and cultural cooperation.

LNG Japan -- to provide funding over 3 years for initiatives of the College of Education’s Early Childhood
Center -- this will boost training for the Center’s early-learning teachers.

Oryx GTL -- to provide sponsorship and internship opportunities to outstanding students enrolled in the
Honors Program. Among a set of benefits for students, the funding will support QU’s end-of-year Top Honors
Achievers Awards ceremony.

In another agreement, Oryx will fund and provide expertise for a research project with the Gas Processing
Center (GPC) in the area of CO2 management.

Qatar Petroleum Development Co Ltd (Japan) (QPD) -- to strengthen understanding of and research into
energy, environment and sustainability law.

College of North Atlantic-Qatar -- to establish research collaboration. The agreement also includes giving QU
students access to CNA-Q’s new laboratory facilities, and similarly welcoming CNAQ students to QU to
continue their education for a Bachelor’s degree.

Community College Qatar -- an expansion of a collaborative agreement which was signed last year, easing
the transfer of students between the two academic institutions.

p8 Campus Life - June 2013



Nutritional labeling at QU cafeterias

Kudos to the Food Services and Catering Section for labeling of food in QU cafeterias to highlight nutritional
value and to encourage members of the QU community in healthy food choices.

The labeling practice was lauded in the Gulf Times on March 31as an example that can be emulated by the
catering industry in Qatar as a whole.

The practice is part of the Section’s policy to continue upgrading its services to the QU community,
and includes:

Selecting and managing qualified caterers to provide meals.

Conducting food safety inspections on cafeterias and kitchens.

Approving food menus and capping food prices.

Providing healthy meal plans with nutritional labeling.

Improving the physical facilities of dining areas.

Developing online services (for meal plans, payment services, orders).

Responding effectively to feedbacks on food services.

Scholarships for budding diplomats

An MOU signed on April 7 between QU and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA) will provide scholarship
opportunities to promising Qatari students through their university education to eventually work in diplomatic
and administrative sections of the Ministry after graduation.

The agreement which was signed by QU President Prof Sheikha Al-Misnad and Assistant Foreign Minister for
Services Affairs HE Rashid bin Khalifa Al-Khalifa offers scholarship opportunities to male and female Qatari
students with 60 credit hours, and a GPA of not less than 3.0, that is maintained throughout their university
study. Additionally, applicants must also pass an interview conducted by the Ministry.

Prof Al-Misnad thanked the Ministry for placing its trust in QU and its students and said she looks forward to a
collaborative future, benefitting students and the wider society. HE Mr Al-Khalifa said the MoU underlined the
Ministry’s interest in attracting the best Qatari candidates and developing their skills to enable them to work in
diplomatic and administrative departments of the Ministry. Nominations for applications will be coordinated
through the office of the VP for Academic Affairs and forwarded to the Ministry for their decision.
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QU wins big in NPRP, UREP

QU continued its success in the NPRP with the major win in the recent 6th cycle in which 63 QU research
proposals were awarded out of a total of 137 approved submissions for all institutions.  This translates to
about 46% of the total awarded proposals, the highest among awarded institutes. QU had submitted as many
as 309 proposals of a total of 710 from 38 institutions.

The organization also achieved a success percentage of 31.9% in the 13th cycle of UREP, gaining awards for
29 out of 91 submitted proposals — CAS 8, CBE 2, CED 2, CENG 10, LAWC 2, and CPH 5. Congratulations
to all students and professors on their great accomplishment and a special mention to CPH for gaining 100%
success with 5 out of 5 of their research proposals.

NPRP Exceptional Proposal awarded

Obesity in Qatari youth is the focus of a research proposal led by Dr Mohamed Ahmedna, CAS Associate
Dean for Research and Graduate Studies that was recognized in the Exceptional Category of the recent cycle
of the National Priorities Research Program (NPRP).

The project “Adapted Cognitive Behavioral Approach to Addressing Overweight and Obesity among Qatari
Youth” also includes Dr Abdelhamid Kerkadi of QU Department of Health Sciences, and co-researchers from
Hamad Medical Corporation, Supreme Education Council, Aspire Zone, and Imperial College and Leeds
Metropolitan University in the UK.

It seeks to implement and evaluate a novel weight management program for Qatari school children at the
vulnerable age of 9-12 years. It incorporates a cognitive-behavioral approach that involves developing social
and emotional competences, promotion of healthy dietary habits, development of physical literacy, and use
of activity monitoring devices to promote increased activity while enlisting family involvement in an attempt to
maintain weight loss in the long term. A range of interventions will be incorporated into the program and
involves three phases (1) weight loss camps, (2) after-school clubs as supplement, and (3) maintenance
through web and social/family support.

It is expected that data from this project could provide the basis for a national program to stem the rise of
obesity in Qatar through lifestyle changes, and reduce related health conditions. This will contribute to the
goals of Qatar National Vision 2030, the National Development strategy 2011-2016 and the National Health
Strategy. A recognition of Exceptional Proposal was also awarded to Dean College of Engineering Dr Rashid
Al-Ammari and Electrical Engineering faculty Dr Atif Igbal in collaboration with Texas A&M University Qatar for
the project entitled “1-Mega Watt PV Power RD&D using SiC-based gZs Cascade Multilevel Inverter and
battery energy storage”.

Commenting on the recognition awards, Dr Moumen Hasnah said: “Congratulations to our faculty on these
considerable achievements. It is a proud moment for us at QU to receive these accolades that recognize our
commitment to addressing issues of national priority and seeking sustainable solutions for them”.
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QU pilots first GCC-specific HR certificate

The organization will pilot a new Human Resources qualification, developed exclusively for Qatar, which is the
first such training course which reflects and meets the specific needs of the Gulf region.

The Associate Certificate in Human Resources Practice, the first GCC-based HR qualification is led by the
Continuing Education Office under the QU Initiative for Lifelong Learning (QUILL). It is run by the newly-formed
Arabian Society for HR Management (ASHRM) in conjunction with HR experts Oxford Strategic

Consulting.

The qualification is tailored to the growing demand for locally-designed professional development programs
-- it is aimed at new entrants to the HR profession, as part of a wider capacity-building program in line with the
National Vision 2030.

HR professionals taking part in the program will attend four classroom sessions a month for between three and
six months. They will cover general aspects of HR including employee relations, recruitment and resourcing

as well as Gulf-specific issues such as learning about local employment law and putting this into practice, and
Islamic and Arab culture.

The flexible, work-oriented curriculum includes verbal assessment and coursework which focuses on practical
applications of theory. It is delivered in modules, allowing participants to tailor their learning to their specific
career aspirations and their organization’s needs.

This first stage of the program, which is open to 10 applicants, was taught in English. An Arabic program
is planned for launch later in year.

During the course, participants are supported by HR experts at QUILL and through an online mentoring
system. Successful graduates of the program will automatically become associate members of ASHRM. The
certificate also includes internationally-transferable credits, 35 credits at level four, and accredited by an official
UK awarding bodly.

QU'’s HR Consultant and ASHRM Qatar branch Honorary Vice-President Ms Najat EI-Mahdy said: “This is the
first time that an HR certificate has been developed specifically for the Gulf. Reflecting the culture, heritage
and laws of this region, the program will ensure that young HR professionals will be trained to the highest
international standards. Qatar University is proud to pilot this program and to work with our partners ASHRM
and Oxford Strategic Consulting. We look forward to welcoming our new leaders of tomorrow!”
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TimeBank project handed over to QU

QU Center of Volunteerism and Civil Responsibility
became the venue of the award-winning Global
Change Makers’ Time Bank when the initiative was
handed over to QU from the British Council in Qatar, in
a ceremony on April 9.

The handover took place in the presence of QU
President Prof Sheikha Al Misnad, British Ambassador
to Qatar HE Michael O’Neill, British Council Director
Martin Hope, Time Bank members, British Council
staff, QU faculty and staff and key contributors to the
project.

Time Bank will now run under the university’s Center
of Volunteerism and Civil Responsibility (which opened
last year, pictured) which aims to develop knowledge
and skills of students while encouraging them to
become engaged and responsible citizens.

Time Bank is a project developed by youth who
worked to inspire and establish a growing network of
young activists, engaging them in a range of practical
experiences, which equip youth to become effective
members in their community. The British Council Qatar
oversaw the Time Bank project for a period of two
years, during which Time Bank was also awarded by
Qatar’s Social Development Center as the nation’s top
voluntary program.

Commenting on the handover Professor Sheikha
Abdulla Al-Misnad said: “We are extremely pleased
that the British Council has believed in the capacity of
the young Qatari generation and handed over this
project to them. Knowing our youth, | can confidently

say that they will not disappoint. The Time Bank
project is an inspiration and an extraordinary
social reference not only for youth but for various
segments of society. | hope this project will open
doors wide inspiring further collaborative initiatives
in the future.”

As a large-scale initiative, Time Bank currently runs
in over 80 countries and supports a growing
network of future young activists and social
entrepreneurs. QU came out on top of a variety

of organizations and institutions that vied for the
opportunity to steer the project, confirming QU’s
capacity to effectively lead this global program.

At a press conference, Martin Hope, British Council
Director announced that the British Council will
continue to support QU by offering new training
opportunities in the UK for groups of Time Bank
members who play key roles in community projects
in order to strengthen and maintain sustainability of
locally led volunteer efforts.

During the past two years more than 60 members
joined Time Bank, along with over 3,500 volunteers
while around 60 workshops were held under the
program’s banner. Time Bank members also
participated in over 25 events in the community.

The dynamism and energy of Time Bank has
attracted 30 donors and 20 funders who have
contributed to it, with an active Time Bank Media
Committee disseminating regular newsletters that
share the work that has taken place.
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Students win Imagine Cup national round

QU applauds 1st place winners of the Microsoft Imagine Cup national round -- Team QSpark -- Rahma Saleh
Ali, Latefa Jalal Al-Naimi, Mariam Ali Ba Hameish, Amna Khalid Al-Kaabi -- for their project ARTOUCH:
Interactive Digital Haptic Artifacts System.

The 3rd year students surpassed 4 other university teams in the Doha round of the most prestigious student
technology competition which brings together students from all over the world. They will go on to represent
Qatar in the international finals to be held in Russia in July this year. The students from the College of
Engineering’s Department of Computer Science and Engineering (CSE) were mentored by CSE faculty

Dr Osama Halabi.

Their success follows that of their colleagues Fatma Al-Msaifri, Mariam Al-Ansari, Rogaya Al Shaabi and
Yasmin Halwani (Technology Lanterns, also mentored by Dr Halabi) who last year won the national round and
represented Qatar in the international finals in Sydney.

Team QSpark’s project provides a way for visitors to virtually interact with museum exhibits. The technology
uses Microsoft’s Kinect sensor, computer and a haptic device. An added sound in 3D space will increase in
volume and will carry information about the exhibits when visitors approach them. This application can also
benefits the sight-impaired as well by giving them the ability to touch and feel the artifacts. “The addition of
touch will also benefit them to make their visit to museums a memorable experience”, Latefa was quoted as
saying, adding that “though people are not allowed to touch artifacts in museums, now they can virtually touch
them using a haptic device”.

Congratulating the students on their achievement, Prof Al Misnad said: “Our students have again demonstrated
a high level of innovation and creativity that will take them onto the international stage to compete with top
students from universities around the world. | stand with the QU community in celebrating their wonderful
achievement and cheer them on as they prepare for the finals in July. All very best of luck to them”.
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Law students benefit from
experience of leading expert

QU Law students received tips on being world class
advocates in a seminar on April 16 conducted by
leading international barrister and judge Justice
Barbara Dohmann.

Justice Dohmann of the Qatar International Court and
a barrister in England and Wales, spoke on “Advocacy
and the Qatar International Court” as part of a guest
lecture series organized by the College’s Legal Writing
and Advocacy Skills Program, under Dr Conrad Sturm.
Giving students the benefit of her extensive legal
experience, she reminded them that an advocate’s
role is to “represent the client in court as best you can”.
She added: “You are their mouthpiece. Try to sell the
case to the court, to make the client’s case as attrac-
tive, accepted and to succeed. But your over-riding
objective of the court is to do justice and you have a
duty to the court — one of honesty. You must not
mislead the court.”

Advising the students on key “dos and don’ts”, Justice
Dohmann stressed the importance of adopting an ap-
propriate demeanor and tone of voice, refraining from
lecturing to the court, speaking without reading from
notes when possible and when reading, projecting to
and engaging with the court. She also urged students
not to ignore potential problems with points of law but
to discuss and rebut them where possible, and to
always ensure they answer questions from judges
during a hearing.

Her key piece of advice to future lawyers was to be
prepared. She said: “Preparation is the most important

aspect of good advocacy. However many years
you have been an advocate, you must still prepare.
|deally, you should know your case by heart, at the
very least you should know the outline. Rehearse
the facts particularly, the legal principles and key
points.” And she urged students to work collabo-
ratively with other lawyers, bouncing ideas off each
other to ensure a successful argument.

She gave students tips in effective cross-exam-
ination of witnesses, and in preparing opening

and closing submissions to the courts, as well as
guidelines for written submissions. She added: “You
need to make your submissions gripping — get the
interest of the judge. Usually the work is interest-
ing. It is remarkable how often something new and
interesting comes up. And remember that for your
client the case is always interesting — they want to
win it, after alll”

Students followed up with questions on the role of
the QIC in Qatar, particular tips for a first-time
advocate in court and her experiences of being

a woman in the QIC, to which Justice Dohmann
responded: “I have only ever been treated with
respect. It has never been a problem.”

Dr Sturm said: “It was a great honor to have not only
a most respected judge but also a most respected
advocate. She provided excellent advice from both
perspectives.”
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Aspiring young architects showed off their designs for the Qatar of the future, in a day of exhibitions, seminars,
lectures and debates organized by the Department of Architecture and Urban Planning (DAUP) on May 8.

The Day featured students projects including designs for a kiosk at Aspire Park, the redesign of the interior
of QU food court and the design for a waterfront villa, among other urban intervention projects in the historic
center of Doha and the emerging business district of West Bay. The students gave presentations on the
background to the projects, their influences and specifications and the final designs to an audience which
included industry experts, alumni, QU faculty, families and fellow students.

The annual exhibition culminated in a panel discussion — Doha Architectural Debate: critical reflections on the
design practices and the urban scene in Doha, which included DAUP Head Dr Professor Ashraf Salama,

Dr Yasser Mahgoub and Dr Djamel Boussaa along with architect Dr Rashid Al-Matwe, Professor Attilio
Petruccioli, and Dr Djamel Ouahrani. The debate generated lively discussions among the panelists and the
students.

College of Engineering Dean Dr Rashid Alammari celebrated the students’ achievements, saying: “These
projects highlight the talents of our young architects, in support of the Qatar National Vision 2030. They are
very professional and inspiring, and show that our students are capable of competing with the best of their
peers internationally.”

Prof Ashraf Salama said: “Innovation and collaboration are at the heart of QU'’s architecture programs. We
want our students to use the inspiration from their culture and surroundings to create buildings, which answer
the needs of society and the demands of the environment, whilst also being great architectural statements.
Their projects here are testament to their hard work over the year and to their great talent.”

The exhibition, curated by associate professor Dr Hatem lbrahim is the annual showcase for the five-year
undergraduate architecture program at QU. This trains female students to focus on the livability of a building,
ensuring it is sustainable, but also considers factors such as transport, the surrounding environment and social
and cultural issues.

Students receive one-to-one tuition from faculty members and are encouraged to collaborate with one
another, sharing ideas and influences. They are schooled in critical thinking, analysis, successful presentation
skills, effective use of IT and research practices. They are also required to undertake two internships during
their program, including one placement with a consulting company and another with a construction firm. The
program is currently preparing for the second visit towards accreditation from the US-based National
Architectural Accreditation Board (NAAB).
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