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Sharpen your Mind, Strengthen your Body, Achieve your Vision

The first of its kind in Qatar, Qatar University's Sport Science Program represents a key investment in the
development and cultivation of a fit, healthy, and knowledgeable community. It offers opportunities for a new
generation of Qataris to put forth the best interests of society and human achievement, in line with the Qatar
National Vision 2030.

The program engages students' unique interests with three optional concentrations:
Sport Management, Exercise and Fitness and Physical Education.

We invite you to join our graduates in looking forward to personal success, and the ability to shape and
enhance the lives of those around us.
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PRESIDENT’S NOTE

encouragement and support in managing their transition
from high school to a more structured and demanding
learning environment. Recommendations that will
emerge from this study will help in creating a plan for
institutional improvements to effect higher levels of
student learning and persistence in college.

QU also strengthened its Qatarization initiatives, via its
National Capacity Building Program, to build a cadre of
well-educated national professionals to join its ranks as
well as the labor market in Doha. In addition, through a
dedicated scholarship program, Qatari graduates have
been provided optimum opportunities to pursue Masters
and PhD study at top-tier universities around the world.
Today, there is a considerable increase in the number of
national scholars, to take up faculty and administrative
positions at QU upon graduation from internationally
renowned universities. This shows promise for the
university’s future success in achieving a healthy and
increasing rate of Qatarization in its faculty body.

Our research agenda progresses at pace with the
drafting of a research road map for the next 5 years

on 4 priority areas for research excellence -- Energy,
Last month, we joined people from all over Environment & Resource Sustainability; Social Change &
Qatar in celebrating National Sports Day on Identity; Population, Health &Wellness; and Information,
February 11. Through the Sport and Recreation  Communication & Technologies (ICT). It also includes
Section of the Student Activities Department, QU  the launch of a dedicated research complex and the
organized a series of sporting and fitness events  establishment of 6 research centers to add to the 7

at Katara and on the QU campus. In addition, already in existence.

members of the Section’s Physiotherapy Unit We are experiencing a research boom in which our
conducted special physiotherapy activities at research budget has increased considerably, research
Qatar Foundation for Elderly People. It was a output has redoubled, and we have enjoyed consistent
proud moment to join with the rest of the country  success in winning NPRP awards that to date amount
in the common commitment to advancing the to over US$240 million. We are proud to have won the
national health strategy and the vision of a healthy  Exceptional Proposal Award — the first-time category
community that is vital to national growth and in the NPRP. Additionally, in the UREP initiative, QU
progress. students have won top awards; 1273 students have

During the past year, QU has seen itself continue  penefitted from the program over the past six years.
to grow, not only in the number of students and  Accreditation successes during the year demonstrated

faculty, but also in its research plans, output the level of international standard of our colleges,

and accomplishments, accreditation success, programs, departments and courses, and will ultimately
and ongoing development of its infrastructure, benefit our graduates in their applications for future
services and facilities. Now serving more than study or entry into the labor market.

15,000 students, the university has developed In the pages of this newsletter, you will learn more
initiatives that would provide students with about our accomplishments during the past year and

additional support to enable them to enjoy their Wil be provided with an insight into the organization’s
academic life throughout their period of study and  development and progress.
for our graduates to have opportunities for future

study towards successful careers. Prof Sheikha Abdulla Al Misnad
A First Year Experience study is in process President
to determine the needs of students in their Qatar University

crucial first-year of study where they most need
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QATAR UNIVERSITY

QU staff, students and their families joined people all over Qatar to celebrate National Sports Day. Through
the Sport and Recreation Section of the Student Activities Department, the organization conducted a series
of sporting and fitness events at Katara and on the QU campus as part of its contribution towards the
national effort to promote sports and healthy lifestyles throughout the wider community.

Included in the program of events at Katara were maritime activities such as volleyball, boat races,
endurance games, and gliding. Also included was a pavilion showcasing student clubs at QU and a
presentation of short videos highlighting sporting achievements of QU students. The activities were
organized in collaboration with Katara administration, the Coast Guard and Qatar Air Sports Committee.

At QU Sports Hall, QU women students participated in friendly football, basketball and volleyball matches
with their colleagues from Community College Qatar and QU Alumni Association. They also enjoyed fitness
and aerobics sessions, and children were catered for with games and sport-related activities.

As part of the community-service effort, members of the Physiotherapy Unit of the Sport and Recreation
Section conducted special physiotherapy activities at Qatar Foundation for Elderly People, and presented
gifts to the elderly.

Section head Mrs Asmaa Al Naemi said: “Sport has become a lifestyle in Qatar, and QU is demonstrating
the importance of exercise for building a healthy community. A sports culture should not be confined

to any particular class or age group. In sharing these activities on this special day, QU is contributing to
showcasing Doha as a sporting capital as well as highlighting the health benefits of sports and fitness in line
with the national health strategy”.
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ARABIC-LANGUAGE ENCYCLOPEDIA ON

JAPAN PUBLISHED

An encyclopedia on Japan in the Arabic language
published jointly by Qatar University (QU) and
Marubeni Corporation (Marubeni) was launched in
December. It is the first such book on Japan that is
written in Arabic.

The encyclopedia which is funded by Marubeni, is
a product of a landmark agreement between the
two partners in which the company will donate
US$6 million over a 5-year period to the College
of Arts and Sciences (CAS). The endowment,

the largest ever received by QU, will fund the
establishment of two Faculty Chairs, a teaching
position for Japanese language; a student
internship program to Marubeni’s Tokyo Office; and
a Qatar-Japan student cultural exchange program.
QU will distribute copies of the encyclopedia to all
schools in Qatar as part of the agreement.

In a presentation ceremony to mark the occasion
of the encyclopedia’s publication, QU President
Prof Sheikha Abdulla Al Misnad, Ambassador

of Japan to Qatar H.E. Mr Shingo Tsuda, and
Marubeni Regional CEO for Middle East and Africa
Mr Masataka Kuramoto were joined by CAS Dean
Dr Eiman Mustafawi and CAS Associate Dean Dr
Steven Wright.

Prof Al Misnad said: “This event marks the strong
cultural and educational ties between two great
countries and two institutions committed to social
and educational development. It is a pleasure and
an honor to receive this substantial academic effort.
The translation of the Encyclopedia of Japan into
Arabic will undoubtedly open the door for Qatari
students to become acquainted with a rich and
ancient culture that has long inspired and attracted
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scholars from all over the world. The College of Arts
and Sciences will be distributing this important body
of work to schools in Qatar, and | would like to take
this opportunity to express my pride in the Colleges
consistent and creative efforts to engage with the
community at large”.

She added: “l am also especially gratified that the
collaboration between the College and Marubeni
will allow students from both countries to interact
and learn from one another through internships and
cultural trips. No education is complete without the
opportunity to see and experience new cultures and
ideas, and it is on the basis of such interactions at
the individual level that strong national ties are built”.
Ambassador Tsuda said: “We emphasized on the
importance of the encyclopedia for Arabic language
readers since it includes information on Japan'’s
culture, natural resources, economy and history.

| appreciate the mutual cooperation between
Marubeni Corporation and Qatar University and |
note the importance of developing this relationship
in various fields”.

Dr Mustafawi stated that the encyclopedia allows
for greater understanding of Japan. “Our hope is
that this may be a valuable tool that will serve to
broaden students’ understanding of the world we
live in”, she said, adding, “the development of the
encyclopedia is part of a wider cooperation between
CAS and Marubeni to offer a range of educational
opportunities to students, and to foster a greater
understanding of Japan'’s rich heritage, society and
culture”.



DESALINATION PROJECT 2nd PHASE
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College of Engineering, ConocoPhillips, Kahramaa,
and Qatar Electricity and Water Company
celebrated the successful completion of the
second phase of a joint research project designed
to demonstrate a novel technology for seawater
desalination.

QU President Prof Sheikha Abdulla Al-Misnad and
representatives from each organization attended
the celebratory event which was held at Qatar
University on November 26.

The Membrane Distillation Field Demonstration
joint project started in October 2011 and was
hosted in the Chemical Engineering department.

It has made important progress towards proving
that quality freshwater can be produced from
brines discharged from thermal desalination plants
using low grade waste heat from industry and/or
renewable sources.

Funded by ConocoPhillips through its Global Water
Sustainability Center (GWSC) in Doha, the project
focuses on evaluating membrane distillation (MD),
a novel desalination technology that evaporates
water at low temperature and pressure and passes
it through a membrane before condensing it to
produce distilled water. The technology uses

less energy, has a lower environmental impact

and is less costly than conventional methods for
desalinating high salinity brines.

QU VP for Research Dr Hassan Al-Derham said:
“The success of this joint project has contributed
significantly to major advances in the knowledge
of this emerging technology, demonstrating the
strides Qatar University is making in its mission

calabhrata ih
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of the Membrane Distillation Degalination joint project

to address relevant local and regional challenges
through research. A solution to Qatar’s shortage

of freshwater is a high priority in the Qatar National
Development Strategy, and this cooperation
between key members of the nation’s industrial and
educational sectors is crucial as we strive to deploy
innovation as a tool to build a knowledge-based
society in line with Qatar National Vision 2030.”
ConocoPhillips Qatar President Mr Gary Sykes
said: “We are proud to be in the driving seat on
such an ambitious and innovative endeavor and to
be joined in our enterprise by such distinguished
academic and industrial institutions in Qatar. MD is
an emerging hybrid thermal-membrane desalination
process that uses heat to produce distilled water
without requiring significant additional energy
input. To my knowledge, this is the first field testing
project being done in the Middle East and arguably
in the world for such a unique application of MD
technology.”

Phase 1 of the collaborative efforts included pilot
tests conducted at QU to prove the technical
feasibility of the MD process. In collaboration with
QEWC, Phase 2 saw the units operating at the Ras
Abu Fontas power and desalination plant to evaluate
the process under industrial conditions. A waste
heat audit was conducted to identify opportunities
whereby the energy needed by MD could be
obtained from sources within two Qatari desalination
facilities.

The joint project was managed by CENG faculty

Prof Farid Benyahia and GWSC Managing Director
Dr Samer Adham to develop expertise in this
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emerging technology, resulting in two Masters’
theses at Qatar University and several conference
and journal papers, which have been published or
are under review for publication.

QU’s team included research assistants Yehia
Manawi and Ahmad Fard, who successfully
completed the Master’s Program in Environmental
Engineering in September 2013 with thesis on
membrane distillation desalination. A Qatari
Master’s student Mashael Al-Obaidli has also
joined the team -- her project will investigate the
long-term stability of membranes and contribute
significantly to the third and final phase of the
project, which will be carried out at QU until August
2014. This phase involves using laboratory data
to improve the modeling of the MD desalination
process.

Prof Benyahia said: “This joint project has been a
tremendous opportunity to engage in a research
area that is so important to Qatar and the region
and involve graduate students in the College of
Engineering. The knowledge and experience the
QU team acquired has been phenomenal and will
definitely pave the way for establishing regional
excellence in this emerging desalination technique.
| honestly think that this type of collaboration

between academia and a world-class company
based in Qatar is exemplary. We are also very grateful
to QEWC and Qatar Power for their support to our
graduate students and access to their power and
desalination facilities”.

Dr Adham said: “Our field testing of MD in Qatar
confirmed that the technology can increase the
productive capacity of desalination plants without the
need for capital and operational costs associated with
the establishment of additional infrastructure to draw
water from the sea to the desalination plants and to
the initial processing of these waters. Thus, we can
get a higher output of fresh water from desalination
plants currently in Qatar with lower costs and a
reduced amount of energy that will in turn have a
positive impact on the environment”.

CENG Dean Dr Rashid Alammari added: “This project
enhances the research collaboration between the
College of Engineering and industry, and is also
aligned with Qatar National Vision 2030 for applied
research that benefits Qatar. It involves faculty and
students -- the knowledge and experience of our
faculty and ConocoPhillips will be disseminated

to our graduates who will continue the country’s
development of water desalination technology”.

ACCREDITATION SUCCESS

December 2013 saw the successful completion

of intensive accreditation exercises for College of
Pharmacy’s Doctor of Pharmacy (PharmD) programs
and the Foundation Program Department of English.
The PharmD program was awarded 4-year
accreditation from the Canadian Council For
Accreditation of Pharmacy Programs (CCAPP). It is
the first QU graduate program in health science to
be granted this status, which significantly occurred
within 3 years of the first PharmD graduates.

With this accreditation, PharmD graduates can
pursue fellowships and residency training in Canada
and the US. In addition, health care providers

in Qatar will greatly benefit from their top-tier
certification as pharmacy professionals.

The Foundation Program Department of
English was awarded 5-year accreditation by

the Commission on English Language Teaching
Accreditation (CEA), the official US government body
for accrediting intensive English language programs.
The accreditation period for the newly-restructured
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one-year, two-level program is December 2013 to
December 2018. A further ten years will be granted
if the program continues to meet the 44 exacting
standards of the Commission.

It is the second time the department has achieved
this honor. It was granted CEA accreditation in

2009 to its previous two-year program which later
underwent a restructuring process, firstly to a one-
year, four-level program and later to the current one-
year two-level program.

In Summer 2012, per CEA requirement for
accreditation of the new program, the Department
conducted an exhaustive self-study into all aspects
of its operation, including its mission, curriculum,
assessment, testing, administration, appraisal
systems, professional development offerings and
faculty, and submitted a substantive report to the
accrediting body. A follow-up site visit in late October
2013 by the CEA team included interviews, lesson
observations, focus groups with faculty and students
and an exhaustive document review, resulting in final
approval from the commission.



HIGH-LEVEL ADVISORY BOARD APPOINTED AT

LAWC

On November 19, College of Law announced the
appointment of an advisory board that will guide the
college’s strategic plan, academic and research activi-
ties, and raise the image of the College as the leading
law college in Qatar, as well as increase the college’s
involvement and efforts in the development of the
country’s economy and society.

The board will comprise high-level members of the
legal profession in corporate law organizations, govern-
ment, and academia, namely H.E. Dr Hassan Lahdan
Sakr Al Muhannadi, Qatar Minister of Justice, H.E. Mr
Thaqil Alshemmari, Deputy to the President of Qatar
Supreme Court, Qatar 2022 Deputy General Coun-
sel Mr Tariq Falamarzi, McNair Chambers Head Prof
Khawar Qureshi QC, Sultan Al Abdulla and Partners
Managing Partner Mr Sultan Al Abdullah, Patton Boggs
Managing Partner Ms Susan B Bastress, and Tulane
Law School USA Dean Prof David Meyer.

The aim of the advisory board is to align the College’s
academic and research strategies with the market
needs for the fulfillment of Qatar National Vision 2030,
establish community-related projects that will lead to
the awareness and appreciation of the rule of law in
Qatar, and to explore the development of laws and
promote efficient and integrated legal projects in the
country.

Commenting on the board’s appointment, LAWC Dean
Dr Hassan Okour said: “This is an important step for

the College as it strengthens our commitment to
excellence and best practice as the country’s only
college of law. With expert guidance and support
from these well-appointed individuals, the College
will continue to advance its plans and strategies to
play a strong role in the objectives outlined in QNV
2030 and the national development strategies”.
The College’s Associate Dean for Academic Af-
fairs Dr Mohammed Al Khulaifi said: “Having a fully
structured advisory board will most certainly benefit
the College and its programs. We believe that the
industry must be connected with the College of Law
and its projects to assure the high quality of legal
education in Qatar
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MOU SIGNED TO ESTABLISH INITIATIVES ON

ISLAMIC BANKING

College of Sharia and Islamic Studies (CSIS) signed an
agreement on December 11 with the Company of Research
Studies & Consulting in Islamic Banking to establish a
cooperative relationship for enhancing scientific research and
personnel training in Islamic banking.

The agreement was signed by QU President Prof Sheikha
Abdulla Al-Thani and Chairman of Trustees for Research Studies
& Consulting in Islamic Banking HE Sheikh Dr Khalid bin Thani
bin Abdullah al-Thani in the presence of CSIS Dean Dr Abdul
Hakeem Alkhelaifi, CEO of Qatar International Islamic Bank Mr
Abdul Basit Ahmed al-Shaibei and CSIS faculty.

The College will benefit from the agreement with the
establishment of a professorial position in Islamic Banking;
training of undergraduate and graduate students; annual
seminars on Islamic banking; and support for the establishment
of a scientific journal on Islamic financial transactions.

Prof Al Misnad thanked Sheikh Al-Thani and Mr al-Shaibei

for their generous support and for their efforts to bridge the
relationship between academic institutions and banking firms
in Qatar. “This agreement is just the beginning of a long-term
collaboration that will benefit our students and the society as
well”, she said.

In his remarks, Sheikh Al-Thani said: “It is a great opportunity
to express our deep thanks and respect for QU which provides
ultimate support and assistance to establish this cooperative
agreement. We are also thankful to those in charge of College
of Sharia and Islamic Studies, which plays a prominent role in
various aspects of Islamic economics in general and Islamic
banking in particular. We hope that this agreement will be a
qualitative addition to the efforts of the scientific, research and
practical application of the principle of partnership between
private enterprise and the leading national educational
institutions. This will have positive results on various activities
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associated with the various elements of
Islamic economics theory and practice”.
He also stated that the agreement

was just the beginning of long-term
cooperation and coordination in multi-
directional efforts at supporting the
national economy.

Dr Alkhelaifi noted that the College is
considering the establishment of a new
minor in the field of Islamic banking and
insurance. “This field is an important
one that needs more research and
investigative efforts. | believe that such
an initiative will play a great role in
promoting the College and QU as well”,
he said.

Mr al-Shaibei expressed his thanks to
QU for supporting the idea of bridging
the gap between the academic and
private sectors in Qatar.
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The new focus for the university was
announced in a presentation by Vice-
President of Research Dr Hassan Al-
Derham to staff and faculty members
on June 13. It is the culmination of
nearly two years of detailed work by a
cross-college committee of 11 senior
faculty members chaired by Prof Ali
M. Ali — the Qatar University Research
Priorities Committee (QURPC). The
agenda is aligned with Qatar National
Vision 2030, the Qatar National
Development Strategy 2011-16 and
the Qatar National Research Strategy.
It comes as the university revealed

a growth in the quality and quantity
of research in recent years, including
a rise in the number of academic
publications from 104 publications in
2007 to 285 in 2011 and a citation
index of 1.05 — well above the world
average of 1.00 and the Middle East
average of 0.83.

Dr Al-Derham said: “This new
agenda will play a crucial role in

the development of the university’s
research focus in the coming five
years. It clearly sets out what will be
the strategic areas of excellence at
the university and enables faculty
members, students and partner
organizations to focus their efforts
along these priorities. We are grateful
to the members of the committee

for their outstanding work in this
important field which will have
significant benefits to Qatar and
beyond.”

The priorities outlined in the report reflect the responsibility and
commitment of the university to support research that is responsive
to the national needs and major challenges facing the state of
Qatar. The new research agenda will be a “roadmap” which will
play an integral role in the university’s second Strategic Plan
(2013-16) and will be an institutional guide for a broad range of
QU-driven research activities related to funded research, graduate
student research, scholarships and fellowships. Additionally, it will
help strengthen the many partnerships between QU and external
organizations.

Associate Director of the Social and Economic Survey Research
Institute (SESRI) Associate Prof Hanan Abdul-Rahim outlined

the details of the new agenda. Under the four main headlines,

the priorities are further listed. The field of Energy, Environment
and Resource Sustainability covers sub-themes including

Liquified Natural Gas (LNG) and Alternative Energy; Materials

and Nanotechnology; Marine Resources; and Water, Air and

Food Security. This will encompass university-wide and external
collaborative research in energy resource diversification, energy
efficiency and enabling material technology. The research focus
will also be on new technologies to produce more food using
fewer resources that will re-shape the agricultural activity in Qatar.
Additionally, this research theme will address the development

of advanced materials and nanotechnology that may lead to
innovative applications and improvements to quality of life.

Social Change and Identity will be an interdisciplinary research
theme that tracks and analyses in-depth the effects of social and
economic transformation on identity, family dynamics, and societal
institutions for the preparation of future generations and the
development of national capacity within the context of history, core
values, and globalization. It covers sub-themes of Modernization,
National Identity and Society; Islam and Contemporary Issues; and
Education and Capacity Building.

The field of Population, Health and Wellness is a broad and
inter-disciplinary program of research into the factors that affect
population health and wellbeing by addressing the most important
causes of morbidity, disability and mortality and introducing ways to
prevent or cure related health conditions, including relevant public
policies and health services. It includes Prevention and Treatment
of Chronic Non-Communicable Diseases and Traffic Safety.

The final theme of ICT encompasses Intelligent and Secure
Information Processing; Distributed Systems and E-services; and
Enabling Technologies. Collaborative research in these areas will
explore techniques for intelligent information gathering, storage,
processing and analysis to convert data into knowledge and to
create solutions for applications in a variety of areas including
engineering and science.

The sub-themes outlined in the agenda will be annually reviewed to
reflect feasibility and national priorities. Implementation of the plan
began in the new academic year.
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QU PRESIDENT AWARDED HONORARY
DOCTOR OF LAWS FROM DAHOUSIE UNIVERSITY

Prof Sheikha Abdulla Al-Misnad was awarded an Honorary Doctor
of Laws Degree from Dalhousie University, Nova Scotia, Canada, in
recognition of her outstanding personal achievements.

Prof Al-Misnad received the award, which is Dalhousie’s highest
honor, at the installation ceremony of its new President Dr Richard
Florizone on October 4, joining 7 other 2013 honorary degree
recipients. They are current and former university leaders namely
Bojosi Otlhogile, Past Vice Chancellor, University of Botswana;
Joaquim Clotet Marti, Rector, Pontifical Catholic University of Rio
Grande do Sul; Xu Zhihong, Past President, Peking University;
Marie-Christine Lemardeley, Chancellor, University of the Sorbonne
Nouvelle (Paris 3; Gerhard Fouquet, President, Christian-Albrechts-
University at Kiel; Rivka Carmi, President, Ben-Gurion University

of the Negev; and W. Eric L. Grimson, Chancellor, Massachusetts
Institute of Technology.

Commenting on the award, Prof Al-Misnad said: “l am proud to
have been bestowed this honor and to join other distinguished
recipients in accepting this award from one of Canada’s best
universities. | was also glad to be present for the installation of

Dr Florizone as Dalhousie’s new President and | wish him every
success in his leadership. Following this, | look forward to building
a relationship with Dalhousie to share common interests and goals
that will be beneficial to both institutions”.

In an address by Dalhousie University on her award, Prof Al-
Misnad’s was commended for her significant role in the reform

of Qatar’s educational system and her passionate advocacy for
education in the Gulf area in general and for the education of
women in particular. She was further applauded for being a model
for both men and women, inspiring and implementing substantive
developments to public education.

Prof Al-Misnad also took part in a series of events during her visit.
This included an international panel discussion on the future of
universities on the morning of October 4 which included her fellow
award recipients, and a private luncheon in her honor, following
which she attended the installation ceremony where she received
her degree.
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An evening reception in her honor
was hosted by Dalhousie Vice-
Presidents, and later she was a
guest of honor along with the new
president, honorary degree recipients,
and Dalhousie alumni at the Alumni
Dinner organized by Dalhousie Alumni
Association.

She also signed a 5-year MOU

with Dalhousie that formalized
collaboration in the field of ocean
sciences and cooperation in the
development of research and training
opportunities. The relationship
between the two organizations will
engender collaborative research and
teaching activities with the various QU
colleges and centers with a special
focus on the ocean sciences.

“The field of ocean sciences is one
that is fast growing in importance

for Qatar and the Gulf region, and

is a strong focus at Dalhousie due

to its location in Nova Scotia that is
meters from the Atlantic Ocean”, Prof
Al-Misnad said, adding, “through

this agreement, we are taking the
lead towards producing future ocean
scientists and researchers who can
make a significant contribution to
Qatar’s progress in this area”.

Dalhousie University Dean of Science
Dr Chris Moore said: “Even though
Qatar University and Dalhousie are
on different oceans, both the Qatar
economy and the Nova Scotia
economy are heavily linked to the
ocean. This forms the basis for
similarity and collaboration”.



76 ACADEMIC INSTITUTIONS PARTICIPATE IN
QRSSC COMPETITION

The competition on traffic safety awareness organized by
the Qatar Road Safety Studies Center (QRSSC) saw the
participation of 76 high schools and universities in Qatar.
The competition was part of an awareness campaign on
pedestrian safety launched by the Center in line with the
UN Week for Safety on Roads commemorated on May
6-12.

The competition included 3 categories -- best video
(universities), best article (secondary and preparatory
schools) and best poster (primary schools). A total of

90 students participated and 76 entries were submitted
which included 16 from universities, 20 from secondary,
30 from primary and 10 from preparatory schools.

At the awards ceremony held on October 9, QU
students Merna Ammar and Alaa Shehada were named
winners of the best video by a judging panel, followed

by Irfan Mansoor and Rehan Feliz Pinto of Stenden
University; and lbrahim Arar and Ihab Megdad of QU. A

distinguished award decided by the Center was presented

to Ahmed Al Mukhtar and Khalifa Al Merri also of QU.
Best Article (secondary) winners were Jassim Bin Hamad
Secondary Independent School for Boys and Ahmed bin
Hanbal Secondary Independent School for Boys while
Hamza bin Abdullmutallib Preparatory School for Boys,
and Osama Bin Zaid Preparatory School for Boys won in

the category for preparatory schools. Al Tha’ayen Primary
Independent School for Girls and Umm Al Ammad Primary

School for Girls won Best Poster (primary).
The winners were celebrated at the ceremony which was

attended by QRSSC Director Dr Khalifa Al-Khallifa, QU VP

for Research Dr Hassan Al Derham, and VP for Academic

Affairs Dr Mazen Hasna, Director Qatar Traffic Department

Brigadier Mohamed Saad al-Kharji, General Secretary
of the National Committee for Traffic Safety Mohamed
Al-Malki, QU College of Engineering dean Dr Rashid Al

Ammari, a number of CENG members and
representatives from Maersk QOil.

In his remarks, Dr Al-Khalifa stressed the
importance of road safety in terms of driver
and pedestrian welfare and the role of the
Center to continue to raise awareness
throughout the community, especially
among young drivers. He thanked Maersk
Qil for its sponsorship of the event and daily
communications with the Center to set
competition rules, monitor entries and publicize
it to the Qatari community. «Maersk Oil’s role
in this competition is highly appreciated and
we are looking forward to further cooperation”,
he added. Dr Al Khalifa also recognized
other Center partners for their support of the
Center’s traffic safety efforts.

Maersk Oil Deputy Managing Director Sheikh
Faisal Bin Fahad Al Thani said : «| am pleased
to see yet another meaningful collaboration
between Maersk Oil and Qatar University.
Road Safety is very near and dear to all of us
in Qatar and engaging and instilling the youth
with a sense of responsibility and involving
them in the solution is necessary. | am grateful
to the National Traffic Safety Committee
and the Ministry of Interior who supported
this initiative under its highly successful One
Second national road safety communication
platform.»

Brigadier al-Kharji said: «I highly appreciate
the efforts of QU and Maersk Oil to organise
this event which raises the awareness of traffic
safety for students and youth. Such events
cement relations between QU and the Traffic
Department towards more joint activities and
initiatives».

Mohamed Al-Malki stressed the Committee’s
strong relations with QU, and called for more
projects in line with the National Strategy for
Road Traffic Safety.
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CAS EXPANDS ITS RESEARCH CAPACITY

College of Arts & Sciences (CAS) launched three
research centers of excellence that reflect several
important themes contained in the human and social
development pillars of Qatar National Vision 2030
and the objectives and values outlined in the national
development strategies.

The 3 centers brings to 6 the number of research
centers launched in two years at QU which include
KINDI, Qatar Road Safety Studies Center, and
Entrepreneurship Center.

The Centers for Sustainable Development, Humanities
and Social Science Research, and Gulf Studies
Research, launched in October, are the first in Qatar
and were designed to harness QU'’s role as a leader in
research in the region, and to expand CAS’ research
capacity, capitalizing on its interdisciplinary strengths.

Their establishment is in keeping with QU’s new
5-year research agenda which will see interdisciplinary
research projects centered on four areas of
excellence: Energy, Environment and Resource
Sustainability; Social Change and Identity; Population,
Health and Wellness; and Information, Communication
and Technologies (ICT).

In establishing the Center for Sustainable
Development, CAS leaders built on the research focus
of its MSc and PhD degree programs in Environmental
Sciences which include water and food security,
environmental preservation, and waste management;
and on its dedicated professorial Chair in Sustainable
Development.

The Center for Humanities and Social Science
Research will highlight four key themes — mullti-
disciplinarity, collaboration, research excellence, and
knowledge-sharing. It will bring together research
conducted in CAS’ MA in Arabic Language and

MA in Gulf Studies, and its planned MA in Mass
Communication, focusing in particular on Qatar,

the Gulf, and the Arab world. Research areas will
include culture, heritage and identity; family and
gender issues; social security and social justice;
politics identity and reform; literature; language,
communication, and social media; governance,
planning and social policy; migration and labor policy;
and international crimes.
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The Center for Gulf Studies Research will
undertake inter-disciplinary Gulf-focused research
in three main areas — energy and economics;
social issues; and politics. It will support CAS’
MA program in Gulf Studies, which is currently the
only such program in the world. Since its inception
in 2012, the program has grown in popularity

and has seen a number of high-level lectures and
discussions featuring regional and international
experts and observers on current and emerging
issues in the Gulf and the Arab world.

The new centers will have a complementary
relationship with existing QU research centers,
other QU colleges and departments, and will
engender synergistic collaborations with academic
institutions in Qatar and beyond, national, regional
and international organizations, and the wider
Qatar community.

CAS Dean Dr Eiman Mustafawi sees the centers
as each providing a forum to address the
research goals enshrined in the national vision and
strategies; engage faculty, students, researchers
and collaborators in targeted research in line with
society’s needs; and advance CAS branding as

a college of academic and research quality and
excellence.

CAS Associate Dean of Research and Graduate
Studies Dr Mohamed Ahmedna said: “CAS has
the competitive advantage in these three critical
areas and it is a timely moment for us to advance
our research capacity and focus to another

level. These centers state our commitment to
addressing new developments and changes in
Qatar and the region, and finding solutions that will
contribute to their progress”.



atsl aoly oand gl
n3g el cilwljallg

In her annual press conference on September

29, Prof Sheikha Abdulla Al-Misnad shared with

the English and Arabic media the organization’s
developments, changes and plans for the new
strategic planning cycle.

The event was an opportunity for the organization
to engage the wider society on its efforts to harness
its vision and mission and translate it into targeted
academic and research quality and excellence in line
with national development strategies and in keeping
with international standards.

The new cycle 2013-2016 was launched this year
following deliberations by 4 working groups with
representation across QU campus who developed
the plan based on societal needs, changing
variables, and clear performance measures guided
by the university vision to become a regional leader
in higher education.

Prof Al-Misnad enumerated 4 areas of focus -- to
nurture student experience, optimize institutional
effectiveness, build international recognition, and
recognize scholarly excellence. “Strategies by all QU
sectors, colleges, departments and research centers
will derive from this overarching plan”, she said.
Prof Al Misnad noted that students’ university
experience is critical to their personal and academic
fulfillment and success. In this regard, the new plan
will see QU transition into a residential campus.

“It will provide a safe and engaging housing
environment that is more than just a place to

study and sleep but also where students are able

to participate in social, educational, cultural and

recreational opportunities and so enhance the spirit
of the campus”.

Two student housing complexes each holding 450
students are expected for completion in the 2nd
quarter of 2014. They will include sporting and
leisure facilities, cafeteria, supermarket, and kids
playing area.

Prof Al-Misnad stated further that a Student Center
is also in the planning phase. It will offer the fulll
range of services and offices provided by the
Student Affairs sector in one building: Admission
and Registration, Student Services (Financial Aid,
Counseling, Learning Support, Career Services
and all other types of resources and support).

“The Center will be a one-stop resource for all
student affairs — it will promote their engagement,
development, learning and success as well as a
collegial spirit and pride in their university”, she said.
Support services and programs to enhance student
success will include improved academic advising
to build students’ preparation for a productive and
fulfilling tenure at QU; diversified activities with a
focus on cultural values; programs, events and
activities involving parents in the student experience;
and enhanced catering and transportation services.
In addition, the organization aims to enhance the
online Student Complaint System, and upgrade
Banner XE that will enhance the teaching/learning
process and advance student outcomes.

Prof Al Misnad stated that Career Services will

be enhanced to develop unique career advising
programs and events for each college, with special
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emphasis on 1st-year students; collaborate with
faculty, governmental agencies and HR associations
on relevant labor market research activities; increase
the use of technology to improve the efficiency

and effectiveness of all career-related services; and
develop and implement a comprehensive employer
outreach and relations plan to increase under-graduate
and graduate recruitment activities.

A First-Year Experience (FYE) Project is also being
offered to help students, especially those who do not
go through the Foundation Program, to maximize
their chances of success by building their direction
and identity, and developing long-term strategies in
their first year at QU. “This will help them learn about
the various learning resources and support services
offered at QU and transition into active, independent,
and self-aware learners”, Prof Al-Misnad said.

The organization is also looking into offering online
distance learning courses with a university-wide
committee recently established to determine their
viability. In the coming phase, some courses will be
offered with the understanding that the pilot may

be expanded at a broader level if effective. This

term, the core curriculum course Islamic Education
will be offered online as a pilot for the committee’s
assessment. “Our technological infrastructure is at
the leading edge of education technology, and we are
leaders in the use of Lecture Capture technology. We
will build on this expertise to offer online courses”, Prof
Al-Misnad said.

Discussing campus expansion, Prof Al-Misnad
highlighted current buildings projects — College of
Engineering, College of Pharmacy, Early Childhood
Center, Central Stores -- and new entrances and
campus roads network. Planned projects include a
multi-storey parking lot; a new College of Education,
College of Law, Administration Building, faculty offices,
and a multi-purpose hall. The organization will also
undertake major IT projects to upgrade Oracle to
include HR, Procurement, and Finance, including

that for research. Work is underway to implement

an internal telecom project in collaboration with

Cisco, and install cloud, networking and virtualization
technologies with Citrix.

Research being a priority area for QU, the organization
has led and collaborated on a number of research
projects in line with national priorities and development
strategies, Prof Al-Misnad said, pointing to several
research projects that present good examples of the
link between QU research and national priorities such
as a major partnership between QU, Qatar Airways,
QSTP and several leading national and international
organizations to convert local into biofuel products for
use in the aviation industry. Other environment-related
research projects include a water-refining system using
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local plants and a study to monitor oxygen levels
and climatic changes in the Arabian Gulf waters.
Addressing transportation challenges is Masarak,
a mobile app for intelligent transportation services
developed by the Qatar Mobility Innovations
Center (QMIC), while a major study on fisheries
addressing the food security challenge is being
conducted in collaboration with Ministry of
Environment and QSTP. Healthcare studies
relevant to local challenges (diabetes, obesity);
social survey research; and air conditioning for
stadia for 2022 were among other referenced
research studies.

Prof Al-Misnad also spoke of QU’s new research
agenda for the next five years. She said that

QU will continue to develop interdisciplinary
research programs and centers within four areas
of excellence: Energy, Environment & Resource
Sustainability; Social Change and Identity;
Population, Health and Wellness; and ICT. In
this regard, a key achievement was the opening
of the new research complex to accommodate
the organization’s existing research centers as
well as the newly-established KINDI Center and
Qatar Road Safety Studies Center. This year the
university will also see the establishment of three
new research excellence centers -- the Center
of Social Science and Humanities, Center of
Sustainable Development, and Center of Gulf
Studies -- at the College of Arts and Sciences.
“We have enlisted a wide range of expertise to
advance our research efforts in line with the needs
of the society”, she said.




FIRST BOOK ON ARCHITECTURE AND

URBANISM IN DOHA

A first-ever comprehensive book on contemporary
architecture and urbanism in Doha was launched

by Qatar University on November 18 at a press
conference and book signing event. The book
entitled “Demystifying Doha: On Architecture and
Urbanism in an Emerging City” was authored by QU
professor of architecture and chair of the Department
of Architecture and Urban Planning (DAUP) Dr
Ashraf Salama and Dr Florian Wiedmann, research
fellow at the department, and published by Ashgate
Publishing, UK.

The book is a three-year effort (2010-2013) and was
partially funded by a grant from the National Priorities
Research Program (NPRP) under the Qatar National
Research Fund (QNRF).

Both Dr Salama and Dr Wiedmann were on hand to
discuss details of the book which provides a critical
analysis of Doha as an emerging regional metropolis
and suggests a framework that can be utilized to
clarify, delineate and understand the future role
architects, urban designers, and planners will have in
shaping the future of the city and other cities that are
witnessing similar development patterns.

At 276 pages, the book looks at the pre-ail picture

of Doha rooted in the desert, tribal tradition and the
sea, and follows its urban evolution from vernacular
settlement to an emerging service hub. It goes on to
discuss the decentralization of urban planning and the
implementation of an holistic urban development vision
in Qatar, regional pressures and global influences, and
the advent of urban space diversity in Doha. Further,
the book considers the economic consequences

and potential environmental challenges, and provides
an outlook for sustainable urbanism in Doha. The
authors conclude with a theoretical discourse on space
production and an analytical framework for investigating
the production of urban qualities in the city.

Drs Salama and Wiedmann
explained that Demystifying Doha
investigates the complex nature
of the city’s contemporary urban
structure by exploring its evolution
from a tiny fishing village to a major
regional and international hub. “It
also analyses the transforming
models of urban governance and
their impact on current urban
development tendencies”, they
said.

Dr Salama noted the timeliness

of the book’s publication in a
period when Doha is burgeoning with construction,
development and re-generation projects but a lack
of in-depth debate on architecture and urbanism
in the rapidly growing city. “This book we hope
will begin the dialogue and prompt questions

and solutions on the future direction of urban
development in Doha and in growing cities in the
GCC and Middle East region”, he said.

Dr Wiedman said: “We hope to expand the
research to include parameters that enable future
comparisons with other Gulf cities now that we
have introduced the preparatory discussions that
highlight the various interdependencies between
the built environment and emerging society of
Doha”.

Reviewers from North Carolina State University,
USA, Albert Speer & Partner GmbH, Germany,
and Polytechnic University of Bari, Italy have called
Demystifying Doha “a necessary guide for Doha’s
decision makers in the public and private sector
as well as design and planning educators and
professionals”, a “valuable source for every planner
and architect working in Doha as well as those
working in neighboring countries of the Arabian
Peninsula”, and “a great addition to the library of
architecture and urbanism in the Middle East”.
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