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! ! I am pleased to welcome you to this

new issue of Campus Life that highlights the

vibrancy of student life at QU. In this edition,

we draw focus on the new College of Medicine
Times Higher Education and Qatar University present: LG (5 G QLS O o) 10

very proud. Establishing a national college of

medicine for Qatar to support its burgeoning

healthcare sector is a significant milestone in

) the university’s history and we are pleased to
/ share our ongoing plans as we prepare for the
first batch of students in Fall 2015.

UNIVERSITIES SUMMIT

The ensuing pages of the magazine
will highlight student activities and
accomplishments and provide awareness

Jb_é él_Q_Ol : on timely topics which range from pursuing
- postgraduate stuay to fitness and health.
QATAR UNIVERSITY Research will also be featured which is a very
critical component of our learning environment,

encouraging students to develop creative
solutions for challenges facing the society.

23-24 February 2015
Qatar University, Doha

I hope you enjoy browsing through this issue

of our campus magazine and that you not

only read QU news but continue both as

members and partners to create news for Prof Sheikha Abdulla Al-Misnad

your national university. , , President, Qatar University
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The QU community joined the rest of Qatar in celebrating
National Day with a series of events from December 9-16
that reflected the country’s heritage, culture, and traditions.

Led by the Students Activities Department, the
organization’s celebrations culminated on December 15
and 16 with two consecutive events on the male and
female campuses. They featured booths highlighting Qatari
traditions, including various cultural activities such as
Maklat, crafts, Haloul coffee shop and Freij, Qatari food, as
well as a photo exhibition and competitions.

On the male campus, live performances included poetry
recitations and songs, as well as an Hawazi heritage
competition. The event on the female campus was
organized by the Female Students Committee for National
Day and featured a live operetta entitled Bint Al Adaam.

As part of the celebrations at QU, each college organized an
event, featuring traditional tents, actors dressed in costumes
from the past, as well as traditional food and activities such
as henna drawings, handcrafts corners, and shows and
songs celebrating the occasion.

Events on College of Engineering (CENG) male and female
campuses and Qatari Cultural Day at College of Pharmacy
(CPH) were held on December 10; College of Business and
Economics (CBE) male and female events from December
9-11; while College of Arts and Sciences (CAS) and College
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of Sharia and Islamic Studies (CSIS) held their cultural
events on December 14.

College of Education (CED) held three events on December
16 -- one traditional tent organized by its Early Childhood
Center (ECC) hosting students from Juwan Bin Jassim
Independent School, and male and female events featuring
poems, games, and traditional songs and food. The ECC
event hosted QU President Prof Sheikha Abdulla Al-Misnad,
LNG Japan President and CEO Mr Yasunori Takagi and
General Manager Mr Katsuharu Tsuda, and RasGas General
Counsel and Corporate Secretary Dr Marwan Al Musleh.

At the College of Law’s (LAWC) traditional tent, Prof
Al-Misnad and LAWC dean Dr Mohamed Al-Khulaifi were
joined by Qatar Attorney General H.E. Dr Ali Bin Fetais Al
Marri. Meanwhile LAWC female students visited many
independent schools, and gave a presentation on the law
relating to respecting the flag and its importance to Qatar
and its people.

Commenting on the celebrations, Prof Al-Misnad said: “On
December 18, we celebrate our shared identity and the
history which shaped it, and contemplate the values and
ambitions that bring this country together -- a nation small
in size, but great and noble in deeds and ambitions. Qatar’s
National Day also presents an opportunity to express our
gratitude and reverence to our ancestors who have endured
many hardships to make Qatar what it is today.”

College deans also sent congratulatory messages on the
occasion of National Day.

Dr Eiman Mustafawi (CAS): “The college is honored to take
part in the festivities of Qatar National Day 2014, a day that
brings together all those who live in Qatar, both citizens and
residents alike, to celebrate our unity, loyalty, and shared
pride in our nation’s many accomplishments. Indeed, as the
largest college at Qatar’s national university, CAS is pleased
to play a part in nurturing and growing a sense of national
solidarity among its students, faculty, and staff.”

Dr Nitham Hindi (CBE): “This occasion represents a source
of pride for the Qatari nation. The students’ activities in
celebrating the national day added a cultural value to all our
academic programs.”

Dr Hissa Sadiq (CED): “The College of Education joins the
QU community and the wider society in celebrating this
important day that highlights Qatar’s values of unity, respect
and goodwill. As each year passes, we are proud to see the
extent to which the College has contributed to the country’s
development and progress.”

Dr Rashid Almmarri (CENG): “These celebrations come to
enhance our feeling of loyalty to Qatar, and are considered
as a part of QU’s main celebration to strengthen the links
between country’s people and leadership. On this occasion,

| would like to stress on CENG’s commitment to serve the
country and the community, and prepare the highly qualified
engineers to support Qatar’s progress and development.”

Dr Mohamed Al-Khulaifi (LAWC): “We are all happy to
celebrate this special occasion that makes us remember
Sheikh Jassim Bin Mohammed Al Thani, the founder of
Qatar. This day is also an opportunity to commemorate the
union of Qatari tribes through several events that highlight
the country’s solidarity and identity. In 2012, the Qatari flag
law was appointed on the sidelines of this occasion, with
the aim to confirm the importance of the respect of this
national symbol, and increase the community’s awareness
about the conditions of its use.”

Dr Ayman El-Kadi (CPH): “National Day is a special day
for us to reflect on the achievements of the nation. It
is also a day to celebrate Qatari heritage and Qatari
leadership.”

Dr Abdel Hakeem Yousuf Alkhelaifi (CSIS): “This timely
event highlights Qatari cultural values and traditions; and
engages the community in various activities and programs
that increase its awareness of the country’s rich heritage.
It also shows Qatar University’s commitment in fostering
students’ awareness of the importance of their cultural
roots while taking a modern take on the economic and
social development.”
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Transform the future
of medicine in Qatar

Join the College of Medicine today!

Dream big. Push your limits. Contribute to
the future of medicine in Qatar. Train at the
university where programs are designed to
meet national needs and aspirations.
Learn on its beautiful, interdisciplinary and
technologically-advanced campus.

Be at the forefront of medical education.

Register your interest today at:
- www.qu.edu.qa/medicine

- oo e

College of Medicine
QATAR UNIVERSITYpln 6 d o ol
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National focus. International standards.
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The doctors %com I ng !

Students across Qatar are being prepared for leadership
roles in all sectors as the country continues its amazing
journey of progress and development. Many of them are
going on to become engineers, journalists, professors,
entrepreneurs, scientists and doctors.

Qatar has many Qatari doctors and medical specialists who
were educated at top-tier universities around the world.
Now, Qatar’s doctors will have the opportunity to study and
train at the same level of excellence at Qatar’s own College
of Medicine.

Qatar University, as the provider of the majority of graduates
to the labor market, has nurtured and guided students to
join Qatar’s professional sectors. With the establishment

of a College of Medicine, the organization is readying to

produce the next generation of doctors and add value to the
country’s burgeoning healthcare sector.

Admission requirements

High-school percentage

High-school science tracks
Motivational letter
Satisfying QU standard requirements in English and math

Additional material to strengthen the application (optional)

Supported by an international advisory board and a
high-level Steering Committee, the College will admit
its first students in Fall 2015.

This is an exciting moment for QU, Qatar, and for all the young
men and women whose dream is to put on the white coat
and stethoscope and make people healthy, save lives, and
contribute to uplifting the society’s health and welfare.

Are you ready to join this vibrant 6-year program that will
lead to a Doctor of Medicine (MD) degree?

Dream big.

Push your limits.

Contribute to the future of medicine in Qatar.

Be at the forefront of medical education.

Find all information on the College website:
www.qu.edu.qa/medicine

85%

Passed two out of 3 Science subjects at high
school: Biology, Chemistry or Physics

A brief statement to describe the candidate’s
motivation to study medicine

Completion of Foundation Program or standardized
tests (Accuplacer, TOEFL, [ELTS SAT, etc.)

Volunteering, internship or community service
experience in the medical field or other relevant
experience

CampuslLife 2015 7


http://www.qu.edu.qa/medicine
http://www.qu.edu.qa/medicine

on track for its
mission with a
vision. ..
Janan

says it all!

S research

Do you know Janan?

Well, Janan is not the name of a lady, nor a new product. It
is a research vessel, the only such in Qatar -- named after
an island located in the western part of the Qatari peninsula.

It was presented to QU by H.H. the Emir Sheikh Tamim bin
Hamad bin Khalifa Al-Thani in 2012. The vessel launched

a new era of research at QU and provided students of
biological and environmental sciences, marine science and
students as well as environmental engineering students to
conduct environmental studies and research in the waters of
Qatar and the Gulf Region as well.

No more nerd-shaming. Research is cool and
many students are doing it. The research culture
at QU is vibrant and a core part of the learning
environment, sparking students’ interests and
passions to find solutions to issues that face their
society. Students can’t get enough of it — and are
becoming more and creative and innovative in the
projects they develop.
Janan is second-to-none in the Gulf Region, and can
accommodate a total of 30 technical and scientific staff. The
vessel is equipped with stunning, cutting-edge technologies
in the field of oceanic sciences. It has 5 sophisticated
research laboratories, electrical generators, a sewage
treatment unit, water desalination plant, an ER for medical
emergencies, and a diving room.

QU grants for research and opportunities to
participate in national research programs such as
the Undergraduate Research Experience Program
(UREP) have given students the space to put their
innovative ideas into action. Marine research on
the Janan to uncover environmental challenges
to Qatari waters, marine life and seabed, and
turning cooking oil into fuel are some of the many
and varied research projects that QU students are
working on.

Many see their research ideas as a way of giving
back to the society. “It makes me feel good to
know that my research will help people and

that it can change lives,” CENG student Amine

Al Hak who is conducting research on the use

of polymers in daily life, said, adding, “it is a
responsibility that | am very passionate about and
| am seeing so many students developing projects
with this same desire and this gets me more fired
up to take my research further.”

Do you consider research the new cool?
“Absolutely”, CAS student Ikhlas Chamia who
is involved in electronic media research, said,
“not long ago you would be called a nerd which
was considered someone to laugh at, now,

as a researcher, you have this feeling of being
innovative and empowered. How cool is that?”
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QU Biomedical Research Center

enhancing QU’s
research portfolio

Building on its research culture and in line with the
objectives of its 5-year roadmap, QU is continuing to
develop a vibrant research portfolio on issues that address
challenges facing the Qatari community.

Recent developments in research at QU include the
establishment of a state-of-the-art Research Complex and a
number of new research centers of excellence, the most recent
of which is the QU Biomedical Research Center (QUBRC).

With a community-driven focus, the Center’s research,
training and services will address key metabolic diseases in
Qatar and the region such as cardiovascular diseases, Type
2 diabetes, obesity, and cancer. The Center’s facilities will
also provide support for biomedical researchers within QU
and the wider community and foster scientific research and
health improvement.

The Center also serves a core role in supporting various
postgraduate programs across QU colleges, particularly the
College of Arts and Sciences (CAS) which houses the accredited
Biomedical Sciences Program, the College of Pharmacy (CPH),
and the newly-established College of Medicine.

“QUBRC will provide biosafety level lll labs for the first

time in the region in order to support and foster research
capabilities, and assure high-quality research that contributes
to ensuring the success of postgraduate programs,” Center
Director Dr Asmaa Al-Thani said. She added that the Center
offers QU students an enriching campus life experience

by increasing the number of projects designed to support
graduates. “It is also providing personalized medicine to the
wider community, and conducting studies on the prevalence
of disease importance to local community, in line with Qatar
National Vision 2030,” she said.

Dr Al-Thani further noted that the Center is implementing
various campaigns, research programs, activities and
training in order to increase the community’s awareness
about health issues, and to enhance public health in Qatar.
“The Center’s research priorities will focus on and serve the

society’s needs and demands in order to improve the quality
of life,” she said.

Research collaboration with Qatari and external institutions
is also a very important aspect of the Center’s activities, Dr
Al-Thani said. Since its inception, the Center has positioned
itself as a leading partner in biomedical research on a
national, regional and international level, establishing a
number of partnerships and agreements with institutions
such as Hamad Medical Corporation (HMC), Qatar
Biomedical Research Institute (QBRI), Qatar Cardiovascular
Research Center (QCRC), Sidra Medical and Research
Center, Aspetar, and Qatar BioBank (QBB).

Pointing to a recent agreement signed in December
between QU and the Qatar Cardiovascular Research Center
(QCRC), Dr Al-Thani said that it will give the Center the
momentum to achieve its objective of becoming a model
of excellence in interdisciplinary biomedical research that
advances knowledge and improves health in Qatar and
beyond through the establishment of platform technology
and core facilities.

These partnerships aim to improve early diagnosis,
treatment, and prevention, and to offer services and
outcomes to key metabolic disorder diseases in Qatar

and the region, she said, adding that the Center is also
collaborating with HMC and the Supreme Council of Health
(SCH) to enhance the public health sector in Qatar by
reducing infectious disease transmission in communities
and hospitals, and advancing research on drug discovery,
development, and analysis.

Dr Al-Thani further observed that the Center is attracting
industry-partnerships for research and development in
biomedical sciences, and will leverage resources at other QU
units such as Center for Advanced Materials (CAM), KINDI Labs
for Computing Research, the Laboratory Animal Research
Center (LARC), and the Environmental and Biological Sciences
Department in the College of Arts & Sciences, and provide
expanded capabilities to faculty and student researchers.

CampusLife 2015 9



High-achieving students celebrated

Three hundred and twenty-eight (328) students named
on the Honor Roll of QU Vice President and Chief
Academic Officer were honored at male and female
ceremonies on December 22.

265 female and 63 male students across QU colleges
were celebrated for achieving GPA 3.5 and above for
the Fall and Spring semesters in the academic year
2013-14.

VP and CAO Dr Mazen Hasna told the students:

“It is a great honor to celebrate your distinguished
achievements, your hard work and dedication to
succeed. This event highlights Qatar University’s
commitment to maximizing its students’ potential, and
giving them the opportunity to develop the skills and
knowledge to become future leaders, and contribute to
(Qatar’s outstanding growth and development.”

The events also included students’ meet-and-greet with
Guest of Honor Qatari writer Abdul Aziz Al Mahmoud
who signed copies of his books, including his new novel
“The Holy Sail”.

70 Campuslife 2015

students at
their best

Mr Al Mahmoud expressed his pride in the students’

distinction, which he said allows them to accomplish
their goals and aspirations, and contribute to building
Qatar’s growth and a knowledge-based economy. “If
we do not make our own history, somebody else will

make it for us,” he said.

Ebn Sina Medical Scholarship winners

CPH students Eman Zeyad Elmekaty (PharmD), Sadaf
Riaz (MSc), Omaima Saeed Mahmoud (P4), Shaima
Ali (P3) and Nawal BenSmail (P2) were presented with
Ebn Sina Medical Scholarships-- the third year for

the scholarship awards from H.E. Sheikh Faisal bin
Qassim Al Thani, Chairman of Aamal Company Q.S.C.
to recognize deserving PharmD, MSc Pharm and BSc
Pharm students.

In his congratulations, Dr Ayman El-Kadi said: “These
awards highlight your academic quality and excellence
as well as the qualities you have exhibited to be
valued members of the pharmacy profession and the
healthcare sector in Qatar.”

Sheikh Faisal said: “I am honored to support this
initiative and continue our partnership with Qatar
University, a leading first-class educational institution.
Plans for transforming the nation’s healthcare have
their roots in the Qatar National Vision 2030 and its
Human Development Pillar. The Qatar National Health
Strategy 2011-2016 is designed to ensure that the
population will enjoy world-class treatment and | am

proud that Ebn Sina Medical is taking a role in the
realization of this strategy. | wish the students all the
best and | am sure that they will add great value to our
community.”

Eman and Sadaf mirrored the feelings of appreciation
by all the students of Sheikh Faisal’s generosity and
the support and guidance of the College and faculty.
“This is an invaluable opportunity for me to advance
my dream of a future in the healthcare sector in Qatar
and join my colleagues in contributing to the country’s
national health strategies,” Eman said. “In winning
this scholarship, | am conscious of the quality and
excellence of the education we are receiving at the
College and | would encourage high school girls to
consider pursuing a career in pharmacy,” Sadaf said.

SISAP Best Paper Award
for CENG student

Congratulations to CENG MSc in Computing student
Wadha Jabir Al-Marri for winning the Best Paper award
at the 7th International Conference on Similarity Search
and Applications (SISAP) 2014 in Los Cabos, Mexico.

CampuslLife 2015
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Wadha was awarded for her project entitled “The
Similarity-Aware Relational Intersect Database
Operator”, which was presented among 45 student
papers from 18 different countries. The paper is based
on the student’s thesis which is supervised by the
director of QU KINDI Lab for Computing Research Prof
Qutaibah Malluhi.

The study suggests an essential operation in many
applications such as bioinformatics, pattern recognition,
and data integration. It explains the semantics of the
set intersection operator to function over similar values,
describes the semantics of the similarity-based set
intersection operator, and develops an efficient query
processing algorithm for evaluating it.

Winners in Hydro/Qatalum competition

4 students — 3 College of Arts and Sciences, 1

College of Engineering — placed first and second in

the undergraduate and graduate categories of the
“Aluminium Reduce CO2 Footprint” competition
organized by Qatalum and Hydro in conjunction with QU
Center for Advanced Materials (CAM).

CAS students Baraa Tayeh and Mohammad Fazle

Rakib won in the u/graduate category with their paper
“Rechargeable Aluminium Batteries for safe utilization in
electric vehicles and electrical energy storage systems

712 Campuslife 2015

for renewable energy sources” while CENG student
Ikram Boukhelif placed 2nd for “Aluminium Foam in
Refrigeration and Air Condition Systems.”

The graduate category saw 1st place win for CAS
Materials Science Master’s student Abdullah Alashraf
Abulbaker for his paper “Aluminium Alloys in Solar
Power — Impact on Renewable Energy to Reduce
Global C Footprint” and 2nd place for the team of Omar
Al-Jarod and Haneen Abdelrazeq (also CAS Materials
Science Master’s students) for “Minimization of C
footprint in an Aluminium plant through the design of a
C02 separation system.”

Environmental sustainability challenge

A team of marketing students won first place in the
Qatar Environmental Sustainability Case Study Challenge
among universities held at Qatar National Convention
Centre on December 4.

Tooba Ali Akbar, Maryam AlHashemi, Ranem Shaika,
Anwar Efaifa, and Noora Sharida presented their
project “Why Should We Protect Our Mangroves?” in
the final round against a team from College of North
Atlantic-Q (CNA-Q).

The competition which was organized by Qatar Supreme
Committee for Delivery and Legacy, drew case study
submissions from 22 teams from 4 universities in

Qatar — QU, CNA-Q, Weill Cornell Medical College Qatar
(WCMC-Q), and Stenden University.

In a press release, the Supreme Committee praised the
winning project’s focus on protecting Qatar’s mangroves
through conservation programs and awareness-raising
initiatives. It said further; “Taking a multi-faceted
approach, the team’s concept coupled mangrove-
planting events with a high-profile awareness campaign
involving Real Madrid star Cristiano Ronaldo, who has
been involved in mangrove preservation efforts in the

past. Highlighting the potential for football to encourage
sustainable lifestyles, the team also proposed developing
an eco-tourism program that would give fans in Qatar
for the 2022 FIFA World Cup™ a chance to visit the
country’s mangrove forests and even contribute to
protection efforts.”

CampuslLife 2015
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QU

events

IS0 17025 accreditation

Labs at Environmental Studies Center (ESC), Center for
Advanced Materials (CAM), Central Laboratories Unit

(CLU) and Gas Processing Center (GPC) gained ISO/IEC
17025-2005 accreditation by the American Association for
Laboratory Accreditation (A2LA).

This followed a series of audits over the past 4 years
since the labs initial accreditation by A2LA in April

2010. ISO/IEC 17025 is the most important standard for
calibration and testing laboratories around the world
and is used in developing the competence of testing and
calibration laboratories.

In his remarks on the recent development, QU Vice-President
for Research Dr Hassan Al-Derham, said: “It is a clear
demonstration of our adherence to the highest ideals of
quality and international best practice in all our research
processes and lab systems and procedures.”

He stressed that Qatar University allocates ample
resources to equip and staff its laboratories to ensure
that its researchers, industry partners, and stakeholders
have utmost confidence in the integrity of the labs’
processes and procedures and in the results of the wide
range of experiments and tests that are conducted on a
daily basis.

QU Research Office Quality Manager Dr Mohammed
Magbool Ahmed said that the ISO/IEC 17025-2005
standard is used by QU laboratories in developing

their management and technical systems to ensure
competence of the highest level. “During the
accreditation renewal audits, all the laboratories’
documents and records were thoroughly checked by the
A2LA auditor who also observed a lab test being carried
out,” he said.
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A2LA auditor Mr John Kinsella expressed satisfaction with
the functioning of both management and technical systems
used in the labs, saying: “The labs were well prepared for the
audit. Test personnel are well trained and educated and were
very cooperative. Testing equipment was well maintained and
maintenance records were readily available at all locations.”

Celebration of inclusion
An issue important to QU and one that is highlighted in the 4
development pillars of Qatar National Vision is inclusion.

In celebrating International Day of Persons with Disabilities
on December 3, QU continues to be part of the global
commitment to ensuring inclusion in every area of society.

Under the theme “Sustainable Development: The promise of
technology”, the QU community joined the rest of the world in
highlighting the powerful role technology plays in promoting
inclusion and equal participation of persons with disabilities.

“Such empowerment of individuals with special needs
should be exercised consistently within institutions and
organizations and the wider community in order to advance
the future of sustainable development for all”, QU President
Prof Sheikha Abdulla Al-Misnad said, adding, “QU has
taken serious and fruitful steps in advancing an inclusive
environment but more work is needed to make our campus
fully accessible and to render disability integration a

reality for both students and personnel across all campus
locations. As our campus expands and our community
grows, the time has come to consider what additional work
needs to be completed in this domain.”

A number of actions, programs and initiatives were initiated
at QU in the past few years to form a good foundation

for such integration including wheelchair access points,
provision of support services through a dedicated Special

Wwrays btk with
your pharmiacis|

Needs Section and help-rooms on both male and female
campuses. Equally, College of Education has conducted
a number of outreach activities to commemorate Mental
Health Day, White Cane Week, International Day of
Persons with Disabilities, World Autism Awareness Day
and Deaf Week.

Last year, QU implemented assistive technology through an
MoU with MADA Assistive Technology Center to support QU
students with disabilities with appropriate technology and
devices, and advice in identifying appropriate technologies
for personal use, as well as suitable training in the use of
personal technology to enhance their access to education.
Additionally, faculty and team members of the Special
Needs Section will receive training in order to improve their
knowledge and awareness of assistive technology and
inclusive design to enable them to better support students
with special needs.

Exhibition on Islamic manuscripts

A special exhibition “The Beauty of Islamic Manuscripts
— the Leiden Collection” was hosted in December in
cooperation with the Embassy of the Kingdom of The
Netherlands to Qatar served to bear witness to the rich
historical bonds between the Arab and Islamic world and
The Netherlands.

Held under the patronage of H.E. Dr Hamad Bin Abdulaziz
Al-Kuwari, Qatar Minister of Culture, Arts and Heritage,
the exhibition was an initiative of the Dutch Ministry

of Foreign Affairs and the curator of the collection

at the National Museum of Ethnology in Leiden, The
Netherlands, Dr Luit Mols.

The exhibition marked the 400th anniversary of Arabic
studies at Leiden University and aimed to give the audience
in Qatar, especially youth, the opportunity to explore
historically-significant Islamic manuscripts and other works.

At the inauguration ceremony held at QU Library, QU
President Prof Sheikha Abdulla Al-Misnad joined The
Netherlands Ambassador H.E. Yvette Burghgraef-van
Eechoud and Minister Al-Kuwari and launched the
exhibition in front of an audience comprising members
of QU leadership and officials from the diplomatic and
government sectors.

The evening’s program included a special lecture and
guided tour by Dr Mols.

Commenting on the event, Minister Al-Kuwari, said:
“Cultural heritage is one of the basic pillars of Qatar’s
development, in line with the goals of Qatar National
Vision 2030. This exhibition is a celebration of a strong
relationship between Qatar, the Arab Islamic world

and The Netherlands. It is an opportunity to promote
good will and friendship among us, and to present

to our young people the beauty and importance of
their cultural heritage. | thank Qatar University and

the Embassy of the Kingdom of The Netherlands for
organizing this event which enhances the links between
Islamic and western cultures.”

Prof Al-Misnad said: “Qatar University is pleased

to partner with the Embassy of the Kingdom of The
Netherlands in organizing this educational and cultural
event which will contribute to enriching dialogue
between western and Islamic cultures. This exhibition
will serve to deepen the knowledge of the community
about its rich Islamic heritage, and as such is very
much in line with QU’s commitment to promoting its
strong Arabic identity. | hope students will come in their
numbers with their families and friends to be part of this
historical and cultural event and share this opportunity
to enhance their Islamic values and deepen their
understanding of their heritage.”
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Ambassador Burghgraef-van Eechoud said: “This exhibition
is the result of the excellent cooperation with Qatar University
and the Minister of Culture. We feel extremely honored that
we can host a collection of the Leiden University library

here in its sister library of Qatar University. This is another
milestone in the bilateral cooperation in the cultural and
academic fields between Qatar and The Netherlands.
Academic cooperation is not only important for science. It is
also a valuable bridge between civilizations and people.”

College of Arts and Sciences (CAS) dean Dr Eiman
Mustafawi said: “The impact of the Leiden collections is
profound by all means and provides insight for diverse
fields of study from history to linguistics, law to geography.
As the College of Arts and Sciences is home to related
undergraduate and graduate programs in history, Arabic,
and Gulf studies, it is an honor for us to witness the
temporary return of these featured reproductions to the
cultural context from which they originated.”

Visitors to the exhibition viewed 41 reproductions focused
on five themes -- Qur’an calligraphy, depictions of Mecca
and Medina, scientific works, and illustrated works of

prose and poetry. The fifth theme shows the exchange of
decorative motifs between different fields of art and the
interconnectivity of designs between the art of the book, the
minor arts and architecture.

College events

CAS

QULSS

Molecular cancer research was the focus of the 2014
Qatar University Life Sciences Symposium (QULSS), an
annual forum organized in December by the Department
of Biological and Environmental Sciences (DBES) at Qatar
University’s College of Arts and Sciences (CAS).
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The purpose of the event was to bring together researchers,
experts, and scientists to exchange ideas and promote the
creation and dissemination of rapidly-growing knowledge
in molecular cancer research. It drew 272 attendees from
Qatar and various countries such as The Netherlands, USA,
France, Italy, Spain, Bahrain and UAE.

The 2-day forum’s agenda was divided into four sessions
covering Epigenetics and Cancer; Complementary
Alternative Medicines for Cancer Prevention and Treatment;
Cancer Drug Discovery: Molecular Approaches; and
Environment and Cancer.

It also featured an exhibition of nine posters of
undergraduate (1), graduate (3), postgraduate (3), and
post-doctorate (2) students on the following topics: breast
cancer cell line, hydrocarbon degrading bacterial strains for
bioremediation of petroleum pollution, and fungal population
and aflatoxin contamination, to name a few.

Keynote speaker at the forum director of the Cancer
Genomics Centre of The Netherlands Genomics Initiative and
the Centre for Biomedical Genetics, and chairperson of the
Division of Biomedical Genetics of the University Medical
Center Utrecht Prof Johannes Bos gave a presentation
entitled: “Targeting the Ras pathway for personalized cancer
treatment”, in which he observed that Ras genes mutations
play a role in 50% of all tumors, especially in colon, lung
and pancreatic cancer. He also talked about the exquisite
resistance of mutant Ras for targeted therapies using
human tumour organoids.

In her remarks, CAS dean Dr Eiman Mustafawi said: “This
year we are focusing on the growing global issue of cancer,
a disease that affects people across the world and accounts
for around 10% of all deaths in Qatar. Qatar’s National
Cancer Research Strategy emphasizes the importance of

developing a program of translated cancer research, and
the importance of prioritizing and coordinating cancer
research activities in Qatar. By hosting today’s international
symposium, the College of Arts and Sciences is supporting
this national strategy by bringing in speakers of the highest
caliber from around the world to disseminate research and
create new connections and collaborations.”

Chair of the QULSS-2014 organizing Committee Dr Samir
Jaoua said: “This symposium is a unique opportunity to
address the molecular cancer research and exchange ideas
that enhance cancer treatments. This event shows QU’s
commitment in offering high quality research to serve the
community in line with Qatar’s growth and national vision to
become a knowledge-based economy.”

DBES head Dr Fatima Al-Naemi noted that cancer research
is one of the pillars of Qatar National Vision 2030. “QULSS
aims to introduce and discuss an annual topic of local

and global concern at a platform where modern research,
current issues and national and international expertise
converge,” she said.

CBE

AACSB accreditation renewal

Qatar University’s College of Business & Economics
(QU-CBE) recently celebrated the renewal of its AACSB
accreditation for five years.

The College was first awarded accreditation status by the
Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business in
December 2009, placing it among the list of elite business
schools around the world. AACSB accreditation is the hallmark
of excellence in business education, and has been earned by
less than five percent of the world’s business schools.

The renewal is another highlight in the College’s
accomplishments which last year saw the establishment
of a dedicated Center of Entrepreneurship, a Business
Incubator, and a Commercial Bank Chair.

In line with the requirements of its accredited status,

the College continued its efforts of re-evaluation of its
programs and its academic and research goals. Activities
included the launch of its Strategic Plan 2013-2016, and the
expansion of its MBA Program with two new concentrations
in business analytics, and entrepreneurship. Planned

new graduate programs include MA programs in finance,
marketing and innovation, and business entrepreneurship
to meet the new and emerging trends in the business
environment in Qatar.

Under development are two research centers -- one in
Islamic Finance, the other in Business Excellence -- that will
support the planned graduate programs as well as enhance

existing ones. Other areas of mention included the building
of a community service culture at the College, and ongoing
improvement of administrative efficiency.

Commenting on the re-accreditation news, QU President
Prof Sheikha Abdulla Al-Misnad said: “Congratulations to the
College on this significant development which points to its
stalwart efforts to embrace recent changes in terms of the
language of instruction and to ensure students’ literacy in
both languages in the various areas of business to heighten
their readiness for the changing business and finance sector
in Qatar. | applaud the efforts of the dean, faculty and
students in contributing to this achievement.”

CBE Dean Dr Nitham Hindi said: “We at the College are
proud of this achievement which is a stamp of recognition
of the quality of our programs and our teaching and learning
environment. We will continue to assess and re-evaluate our
plans with the aim to providing our students and faculty with
optimum opportunities to achieve international standards of
excellence and so advance the College’s profile in Qatar, the
region, and beyond.”

CED

New early childhood teacher training center

Under the patronage of His Excellency Dr Mohammed bin
Saleh Al-Sada, Minister of Energy and Industry, College

of Education (CED) laid the foundation stone for its new
Training Center for Early Childhood Teachers (TCECT) as part
of its ongoing efforts to advance education reform.

The new building is jointly funded by QU and LNG
Corporation (LNG Japan) in the amount of US$5million, as
part of an agreement signed in May 2013 between the two
parties to advance training for early childhood teachers.

The TCECT project was launched in 2007 and is part of

the college’s Early Childhood Center (ECC). It will enhance
the quality of academic programs offered by the college,
develop related research, and is set to become a regional
model for early childhood training. When completed, the new
center will also offer training courses and workshops as well
as educational and psychological counseling to parents.

The ceremony was attended by QU President Prof Sheikha
Abdulla Al-Misnad, LNG Japan President and CEO Mr
Yasunori Takagi, RasGas Chief Executive Officer Mr Hamad
Rashid Al Mohannadi, CED Dean Dr Hissa Sadiq, CED faculty
and ECC members.

Speaking on behalf of H.E. Al Sada, Mr Al Mohannadi
thanked LNG Japan for its generous contribution and said
education is always at the forefront of Qatar’s efforts on all
levels of human and socio-economic development. He said
that the center constitutes another building block in Qatar’s
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long-term social and human development by impacting the
lives of a new generation of Qataris who will be the driving
power behind realizing the country’s national vision and
building the foundations for future growth and prosperity.

Prof Al-Misnad noted that the most important first steps
towards a country’s development is the education of

its citizens from childhood and the capacity of teaching
professionals to help develop young minds towards
critical thinking and being curious about the world around
them. “This center will be of immeasurable benefit, not
only to young children and teachers, but also to parents,
policymakers, and the wider community, and | thank the
College and LNG Japan for working together to make it a
reality,” she added.

Mr Takagi said: “LNG Japan has been a partner in Qatar’s
development for almost 50 years and, during that time, we have
witnessed unprecedented growth. We are honored to be part of
this milestone on early childhood education and look forward to
seeing the fruits of this center in the coming years.”

Dr Sadiq said that the Center is the result of a committed
vision of QU, the College and LNG Japan to contribute to
the values outlined in Qatar National Vision 2030 and the
Education for a New Era initiative. “We are proud to be part
of this partnership that will ultimately benefit the entire
Qatari society,” she said.

As part of the event agenda, ECC members gave a
presentation on the Center’s work, detailing the projects and
initiatives that has benefitted 152 children, teachers and
parents from its inception in 2005.

CENG

AICCSA international conference

Guest speakers and participants from 33 countries

in Europe, Asia, Africa, US and Australia attended the
2-day ACS/IEEE International Conference on Computer
Systems and Applications (AICCSA), hosted and
organized by the Department of Computer Science and
Engineering in November.

Held under the scientific patronage of the ACS and IEEE
institutions, the 11th edition of the conference presented
papers that included topics on Cloud and Distributed
Computing, High Performance Computing, Big Data, Business
Intelligence, Analytics BPM, Web Services, Security, Privacy,
Data and Knowledge Management, Natural Language
Processing, e-Learning, m-learning, among many others.
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Through support from conference sponsors, QU students
participated in conference activities and had the opportunity
to network with international students, professors and
industry professionals, and deepen their knowledge of
current and emerging ICT fields. Also on the agenda were
a one-day PhD symposium where research students were
able to present their work to the international community
and develop their professional network; one-day tutorials
delivered by recognized experts; and two half-days
workshops on Internet of Things (loT) and Big Data for
industry engineers and university scholars.

Attending the opening ceremony were QU President Prof
Sheikha Abdulla Al-Misnad, Qatar Minister of Information
and Communication Technology H.E. Dr Hessa Bint Al-
Jaber, Supreme Committee for Delivery and Legacy ICT &
Stakeholder Manager Ahmad Kawakb, ictQATAR Chair Prof
Abdelaziz Bouras, Qatar Computing Research Institute (QCRI)
Director Dr Ahmed Elmagarmid, QCRI Principal Scientist Dr
Mohammed Zaki, and Qatar National Research Fund (QNRF)
ICT Program Manager Dr Munir Tag.

In her welcome address, Prof Sheikha Abdulla Al-Misnad
expressed her pride in the College of Engineering being
selected to organize and host the event, noting that QU
continues to invest in making the College a leader in the
region through quality ABET-accredited programs, Bachelor,
Master, and doctoral-level degrees, research opportunities
for students and faculty members, and a supportive and rich
network of industrial and research partners.

“The conference program reflects a strong commitment

on the part of the organizers to bring together academics,
policymakers, industry representative, and research funders.
This sort of collaborative dialogue has been a long-standing
tradition at QU. Alignment with national needs, responsiveness
to industry feedback, and reliance on research as a base of
evidence for practice are features of our academic offerings,
our curricula, and our research agenda,” she said.

Minister Al-Jaber said: “This conference plays an important
role in encouraging students and young researchers to pursue
studies in advance technologies and applications. | hope the
students will take advantage of the opportunity to speak with
and learn from senior researchers and build their international
network. Ultimately, our youth are the future of the ICT sector
and of our nation. It is critical that we continue to encourage
and support them in their academic pursuits.”

Highlights of the conference were special ICT sessions and
panels that discussed the expertise of Qatari companies as
well as ICT challenges and innovations. A panel discussion
also presented Qatar national research and development
priorities in ICT and contributed to fostering international
collaborations with participating companies and universities.

LAWGC

10th anniversary of Qatari Civil Code

Qatar Minister of Justice H.E. Dr Hassan Lahdan Al-Muhannadi
was in attendance at the opening of the international 2-day
conference titled “The Qatari Civil Code in its First Decade”
organized by the College of Law on November 23-24.

Also attending were QU President Prof Sheikha Abdulla
Al-Misnad, French Ambassador to Qatar H.E. Mr Eric
Chevallier, LAWC dean Dr Mohamed Al-Khulaifi, Council

of Ministers Secretary General H.E. Hamad bin Ahmed

Al Mohannadi, Police Training Institute Director Brig.

Dr Mohammed Abdullah Al Mahanna Al Marri, Qatar
International Conciliation & Arbitration Centre Secretary
General Sheikh Thani bin Ali bin Saud Al Thani, and Qatar
International Court and Dispute Resolution Centre (QICDRC)
CEO Faisal Rashid Al-Sahouti.

Its aim was to celebrate the 10th anniversary of the
promulgation of the Qatari Civil Code, and to highlight the
core role of Qatari judiciary sectors in the application and
the interpretation of civil law provisions, and the judicial
principles in this regard, and to discern the compatibility
and incompatibility between the Code’s provisions and other
comparative Arab and foreign legislations.

The event drew over 200 attendees, and featured
presentations from academics, researchers and experts
from QU and universities from Egypt, Jordan, Palestine,
Tunisia, France and USA, and from legal institutions in Qatar.

H.E. Dr Al-Muhannadi said: “Such opportunities to come
together and learn from each other are important and

we thank QU and the College of Law for organizing this
conference that comes on the sidelines of the National
Day. An institutional state needs to be established on a
constitutional and legislative framework, and the Qatari
government is committed to shaping a legal identity based

on the achievements of national researchers and experts,
and on the linkage between academic output and labor
market needs.”

Commenting on the event, Prof Al-Misnad said: “We are
pleased to organize this event with the aim to provide
knowledge, and contribute positively to the needs of the
community and its aspirations. This event will serve to
foster QU’'s commitment in supporting the development of
the society through knowledge and strengthening relations
between the community and the legal and judicial sectors in
order to ensure a safe and secure society, in line with Qatar
National Vision 2030.”

Prof Al-Misnad noted the importance of the conference

in offering pivotal studies for the evaluation of Qatari civil
law after a period of its application. “QU is proud of its
permanent interaction through LAWC with legal and judicial
bodies and organizations. This shows QU’s commitment in
providing to its students a world-class education through
high quality programs, and in graduating well-rounded
graduates who will actively contribute to Qatar’s outstanding
growth and development,” she said.

Dr Al-Khulaifi said: “At Qatar University, we believe that
research, discussion and interaction with scholars do
strongly contribute to formulating convictions together
with peoples’ capacity, as elements of progress and
change. Yet, this conference comes to shed lights on the
characteristics and attributes of this legislation, and to
investigate its effects throughout a decade via critical
studies presented by distinguished participants. These
legal dialogues and practices will definitely enrich the
Qatari Civil Law and enhance cultural and intellectual
exchange among all participants.”

Ambassador Chevallier said: “It is an honor for the Embassy
of France to join this conference organized by Qatar
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University to celebrate the tenth anniversary of the Qatari
Civil Code. If each country marks its laws by its history,
culture, geography and traditions, a strong link between the
two countries’ civil codes would seem apparent.”

CPH

8th White Coat Ceremony

Twenty-six new pharmacy students took the Oath of a
Pharmacist and donned the symbolic pharmacist’s White
Coat in the 8th annual ceremony of College of Pharmacy
(CPH) at the beginning of the academic year.

The students also signed the Pledge of Professionalism in
which they promised to uphold integrity and ethical behavior
and to honor the profession. Special guest QU Associate VP
for Faculty Affairs Dr Khalid Al-Ali was joined by students’
family members, friends, CPH faculty, alumni and staff to
celebrate the students’ achievement.

The cloakers were representatives from Hamad Medical
Corporation, Sidra Medical & Research Center, Primary
Health Care Corporation, Ebn Sina Medical, Well Care Group,
International Medical Company, and the College of Pharmacy.

In her welcoming remarks, CPH Assistant Dean for
Students Affairs Mrs Alla El-Awaisi said: “Being a student
at the College of Pharmacy is not an easy endeavor. Our
students go through rigorous theoretical and practical
study in preparation for a professional life in the pharmacy,
medical and healthcare sectors. We prepare them to
provide the Qatari society with optimal health care in line
with the values expressed in the national health strategy
and development goals. This symbolic event is just the
beginning of a long journey that will open them to a wide
range of opportunities that will develop their potential
and ready them to contribute to advancing the health and
welfare of the Qatari community.”

CPH Dean Dr Ayman El-Kadi told the incoming students:
“There has never been a better time to study pharmacy with
the increased importance the profession is gaining in Qatar.
The College is continuing its mission to fulfill the growing
demands of the healthcare sector by establishing a range

of undergraduate, Masters and Doctoral programs, in line
with Qatar National Vision 2030. | encourage you to become
lifelong learners in your role as providers of optimum patient
care to your community.”

First-year pharmacy student Fatima Bu-Hazaa told the
audience of her pride as a Qatari to join the College, adding:
“Wearing the white coat, | am now a member of the healthcare
family and committed to contributing to the society and | am
grateful to my family for their continuous encouragement

and support.” She urged her classmates to remain true to the
Hippocratic Oath and to always strive to make a difference.
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CSIS

MOU on Islamic Banking

An agreement between College of Sharia and Islamic
Studies (CSIS) and the Company of Research Studies &
Consulting in Islamic Banking established a cooperative
relationship to enhance scientific research and personnel
training in Islamic banking.

The agreement was signed by QU President Prof Sheikha
Abdulla Al-Misnad and Chairman of Trustees for Research
Studies & Consulting in Islamic Banking HE Sheikh Dr
Khalid bin Thani bin Abdullah Al-Thani in the presence

of CSIS Dean Dr Abdul Hakeem Alkhelaifi, CEO of Qatar
International Islamic Bank Mr Abdul Basit Ahmed al-
Shaibei and CSIS faculty.

The College will benefit from the agreement with the
establishment of a professorial position in Islamic
Banking; training of undergraduate and graduate
students; annual seminars on Islamic banking; and
support for the establishment of a scientific journal on
Islamic financial transactions.

Prof Al-Misnad thanked Sheikh Al-Thani and Mr al-Shaibei
for their generous support and for their efforts to bridge the
relationship between academic institutions and banking
firms in Qatar. “This agreement is just the beginning of a
long-term collaboration that will benefit our students and
the society as well,” she said.

In his remarks, Sheikh Al-Thani said: “It is a great
opportunity to express our deep thanks and respect for
QU which provides ultimate support and assistance to
establish this cooperative agreement. We are also thankful
to those in charge of College of Sharia and Islamic Studies,
which plays a prominent role in various aspects of Islamic
economics in general and Islamic banking in particular.
We hope that this agreement will be a qualitative addition
to the efforts of the scientific, research and practical
application of the principle of partnership between

private enterprise and the leading national educational
institutions. This will have positive results on various
activities associated with the various elements of Islamic
economics theory and practice.”

He also stated that the agreement was just the beginning of
long-term cooperation and coordination in multi-directional
efforts at supporting the national economy.

Dr Alkhelaifi noted that the College is considering the
establishment of a new minor in the field of Islamic banking
and insurance. “This field is an important one that needs
more research and investigative efforts. | believe that such
an initiative will play a great role in promoting the College
and QU as well,” he said.
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Mr al-Shaibei expressed his thanks to QU for supporting the
idea of bridging the gap between the academic and private
sectors in Qatar.

CMED

College of Medicine

Based on a directive from His Highness the Emir Sheikh
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani, the QU Board of Regents
approved strategic and action plans to establish a College
of Medicine (CMED) at Qatar University. This was during the
Board’s first meeting for the new academic year chaired by
H.E. Sheikh Abdulla bin Hamad bin Khalifa al Thani.

The decision was based on the result of a thorough
feasibility study conducted by a team of high-ranking
members from Qatar University (QU), Hamad Medical
Corporation (HMC) and Qatar Leadership Center (QLC).
The team was further advised by an international advisory
board including current and former Deans of medical
colleges at Stanford University, Johns Hopkins University,
Heidelberg University, American University of Beirut, and
University of Sharjah.

The establishment of the College addresses the increasing
need for Qatar-trained physicians, and supports the
country’s growing healthcare sector and national strategies
in healthcare and education. Working collaboratively with
key healthcare providers and educators, the College will
make invaluable contributions to strengthening clinical
practice, medical education and research in Qatar overall.

The Steering Committee for the College of Medicine
included: Chair -- Dr Abdulla Ali Al Thani, Chairman,
Executive Management Committee, QU Board of Regents;
Vice Chair -- Prof Sheikha Abdulla Al-Misnad, QU President;
and members Dr Khalid Al Ali, QU Associate Vice President
for Academic Affairs; Dr Mohamed Ahmedna, QU College

of Arts & Sciences (CAS) Associate Dean for Research and
Graduate Studies; Dr Asmaa Al Thani, QU-CAS Head, Health
Sciences Department; Prof Edward Hillhouse, HMC Chief of
Scientific, Faculty & Academic Affairs; Dr Abdullatif Al Khal,
HMC Deputy Chief of Medical Education; Dr Hassan Al Thani
HMC Head, Trauma and Vascular Surgery; and Dr Christiane
Miick, QLC Project Consultant.

Commenting on the occasion, QU President Prof Sheikha
Abdulla Al-Misnad said, “The College of Medicine marks
a new phase of development for Qatar University. It builds
on the strengths of existing programs and research at the
university, and on our partnerships with Hamad Medical
Corporation, the Supreme Council of Health, Primary
Health Care Corporation, and other health providers in
the country.

22  Campuslife 2015

This national initiative is an extension of QU’s organic
integration with society and of its commitment to serving
the growing needs of Qatar. It will remain our focus to
offer a high-quality education that employers and patients

landscape. HMC Managing Director Dr Hanan Al Kuwari,
said: “As an academic healthcare provider, Hamad Medical
Corporation has an active and collaborative partnership with
Qatar University. This longstanding relationship has given

us the opportunity to work closely through our staff, joint
research projects and teaching programs to bring together
and strengthen healthcare, education and research.”

She added, “We are extremely proud to continue to support
Qatar University in the next step of its journey in healthcare
education with the opening of the College of Medicine.

The College will facilitate continued collaboration between
the two organizations to train and develop the healthcare
providers of the future as we strive to develop a skilled and
sustainable local workforce.”

Primary Health Care Corporation (PHCC) Managing Director
Dr Mariam Abdelmalik said: “I am very pleased and proud
to learn of Qatar University’s new college — the College

international standards and best practice. The College will
contribute to developing a cadre of medical professionals to
deliver healthcare and treatment to the Qatari community
with an understanding of patients’ environment and lifestyle
which is a critical component in appropriate disease
diagnosis, prevention, and care.

training programs at the higher education level. “Such
programs will also attract, identify, and track distinguished
students to join national organizations following
graduation,” she said.

Start your engines...
with cooking oil!

Do you know about the multidisciplinary research project that Chemical Engineering and Mechanical Engineering
students are conducting together? Well, these students are converting waste cooking oil into biofuel that is tested

in diesel engine. Entitled “Development of local biofuels for better performance and emissions diesel engines”, this
research project plays a core role in the preservation of ecology and energy resources, and highlights an alternative to

gas consumption.

A team of eight students from QU colleges -- Mohamed
Abdel Kader (group leader), Ahmed Ali Yahri, Abdel Rahman
Jroud, Tahani Al Marri, Haya Al Ali, Hana Al Halki and Reem
El Eimadi (group members) -- launched a campaign under
the heading “Yellow Hat, what would we do without them?”.
It aims to boost youth awareness about the laborers’ core
role in the country’s growth and development, and to
improve their situation across the Qatari society.

The campaign engages young students from preparatory,
primary and high schools to participate in several
events, trips, cultural programs, as well as a competition
for the best selfie with a laborer. In addition, students
established food booths in seven regions across Qatar to
offer meals to laborers in appreciation for the services
they offer to the country.

The “Yellow Hat” story does not end here. Students are
advancing their activities to advocate for the establishment
of a National Labor Day to celebrate both employees and
employers across Qatar.

Meanwhile, five students from the Media Department

at College of Arts & Sciences participated in the second
edition of “Meal Campaign” (Wajba), an initiative of Al Faisal
Social Responsibility Center, and part of the international
humanitarian project “Zad” that aims to control food and
water waste within the society through several awareness
activities and programs.

Under the slogan Let’s stop wasting food and water,

Ali Rashed Al Sayyabi, Mohamed Ali El Imadi, Bandar Al
Subayai, and Mohamed Mansour prepared and distributed
meals to laborers within the university campus.

The campaign’s organizer Abed Al Rahman Al Jroud said:
“We succeeded in serving all the laborers ion QU campus,
and we are willing to keep going with this project to reach
laborers outside the university, especially those who work
on construction sites.”
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GRADUATE
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Taking Qatar Forward

- Master of Arts, Arabic Language
- Master of Arts, Gulf Studies

- Master of Accounting
- Master of Business Administration

- Master of Education, Educational Leadership
- Master of Education, Special Education

- Master of Science, Biomedical Science

- Master of Science, Civil Engineering

- Master of Science, Computing

- Master of Science, Electrical Engineering

- Master of Science, Engineering Management
- Master of Science, Environmental Engineering
- Master of Science, Environmental Science

- Master of Science, Mechanical Engineering

- Master of Science, Pharmacy

- Master of Science, Urban Planning & Design
- Master of Figh and Usul al Figh

- Master of Quranic Science and Exegesis

- Diploma, Early Childhood Education
- Diploma, Primary Education

- Diploma, Secondary Education

- Diploma, Special Education

- Doctor of Pharmacy

- Doctor of Philosophy (PhD), Biological and
..Environmental Sciences

- Doctor of Philosopy (PhD), Engineering

Tahani Al Marri

Tahani Al Marri, a senior in mass communications with a
minor in international affairs has become a popular name
in the development and success of student activities
within the campus community and beyond the boundaries
of Qatar University. The 24-year-old Qatari student
currently holding the position of student representative for
College of Arts & Sciences on QU Student Representative
Board (QURSB) and Ambassador in the Teach for Qatar
organization off-campus, she has come a long way in her
extra-curricular life and in her dedicated contribution to
the wider community.

An individual of strong determination, Tahani first
enrolled in the Foundation Program in 2007 and on
completing the two years, had to stay at home for a year
awaiting admission. Returning to QU, she decided on
Mass Communication and International Affairs to pursue
media and public relations and also to gain the future
opportunity to represent the university and Qatar locally,
regionally and beyond.

Tahani recalls how in her first time as a volunteer at the
university, she asked to help in several minor roles during
the orientation for new students, and subsequently was
asked to give them a five-minute brief about QU... in
formal Arabic. “I was nervous and endlessly practiced
the brief for several days but when it was time for me

to deliver it, | spontaneously put down the paper and
spoke to the new students very informally, which caught
everyone by surprise. But it got their attention!”

Talking to the students, she advised them of what to
expect at university and gave her now-famous quote:
“Add life to your academic days and not days to your
academic life”. “It was at this point that | realized

that helping in these activities and contributing to my
community was my role to play and my responsibility to
my society,” Tahani said.

Her friends have nicknamed her the ambassador of
volunteering and she laughs as she says that she

is “addicted to volunteering”. She has participated

in countless events such as the Qatar National Day
celebrations at QU, Cultural Village, Orientation Day,
graduation ceremony, Tedx, Open Day for high school
students, Be the Change campaign, Sports Day, and many

mbassador of Volunteerism

others among the long list of volunteering works she has
participated in as a way of giving back to the society.

She says that as CAS student representative, a position
she gained with the vote and confidence of her colleagues,
it is a huge responsibility and completely different from
volunteering as in this case she and her team are still
building the confidence among the students they-represent
and have the go-ahead for their vision and plans. As the
College student rep, one of the recent challenges she'had

to address was the cancellation of Saturday exams which
drew a lot of student complaints. Another was'the issue of
the reinstatement of dismissed students which would give a
second chance to students that have been dismissed.

Tahani believes that rewarding students and acknowledging
their accomplishment of being named on the Dean’s List
encourages them to keep up the good work rather than

just presenting them with a certificate. Also in progress she
says is the survey to reduce the cases of students having

to spend more semesters at the university before they can
graduate simply because the courses are only available in
either Fall or Spring. Open these courses during the summer
semester and prioritize them for seniors and international
students, she said.

Tahani confesses that with all her responsibilities, there
is a lot of pressure which resulted in her almost getting
a warning for dropped grades. “l took extra sessions at
the Student Learning Center and joined study groups
and achieved GPA 3.52,” she said. This placed her on the
Dean’s List for the fourth time which she still maintains.
She also recently obtained a sponsorship from Qatar
Olympic Committee.

In her advice to students, she stresses her quote and
encourages them to strive for good grades and continue to
enjoy student life. “When you reflect on your journey, you
will realize that you are the one that has benefited the most
from those years. That’s when you can ask yourself, what
have | done? Not just for yourself or your family but for the
students, your university and overall for your country. QU
students undertook a number of outreach activities during
the year to support the laborers in Qatar by highlighting their
role in the country’s development, and their contribution to
realizing the society’s needs, in line with the goals of Qatar
National Vision 2030.
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Obesity in Qatar is the focus of a number of health
awareness activities conducted by QU through student
and faculty research, and community outreach
programs. These also include awareness campaigns
on corresponding health issues such as diabetes and
cardiovascular disease.

In a collaboration with the Supreme Council of Health,
three groups of students from the Human Nutrition
Program in the College of Arts and Sciences studied
the prevalence of risk of overweight and obesity among
1167 male and female students (14 to 20 years old)
from 23 independent schools. The first group’s results
showed that obesity is a serious problem among Qatari
adolescents whereby 59.9% and 57% were either
obese or overweight compared to 40.1% and 43% of
non-Qataris. Moreover, the waist to hip ratio, a well-
known risk factor for non-communicable diseases, was
significantly higher among females than males.

Findings of the second group on the physical activity,
sedentary behaviors and eating habits among those
adolescents while showing the associations with Body
Mass Index and Waist Circumference. The results were
very also alarming showing that the time spent on
sedentary behavior was relatively high whereas the level
of physical activity among adolescents was extremely
low. Moreover, the combination of sedentary behavior
and the consumption of foods high in fat and sugar had
a great impact on the adolescents’ body mass index
(BMI), waist circumference and waist to hip ratio.

26  Campuslife 2015

The third group’s research on the effect of gender and
nationality on physical activity, sedentary behavior and
dietary habits among adolescents in Qatar showed that
staircase use, walking and household activities were
the most common activities done by this age group.
Watching TV, a common sedentary behavior, was very
common among Qatari adolescents versus non-Qataris.
Moreover, fruit, vegetable and milk consumption was
higher among non-Qatari males compared to the rest of
the sample.

Health awareness campaigns conducted by College
of Pharmacy students oriented high school students
on diabetes prevention in observance of World
Diabetes Month.

With Qatar reportedly among the top five countries

for overweight adults and with a female population

at its heaviest in 30 years, the College took the
opportunity to orient 100 Grade 7-9 female students
on the causes of diabetes and obesity and the risk

of developing these diseases due to consuming
excessively-sugared drinks and over-processed foods,
and prolonged physical inactivity.

In addition to activities mentioned before, with the
establishment of the Biomedical Research Center
and the College of Medicine, QU is well positioned
to advance research and healthcare opportunities to
find solutions to critical health challenges facing the
Qatari community.

NPRP Exceptional Proposal -- Obesity
in Qatari Youth

This research proposal “Adapted Cognitive Behavioral
Approach to Addressing Overweight and Obesity among
Qatari Youth” seeks to implement and evaluate a novel
weight management program for Qatari school children
at the vulnerable age of 9-12 years. It incorporates a
cognitive-behavioral approach that involves developing
social and emotional competences, promotion of healthy
dietary habits, development of physical literacy, and
use of activity monitoring devices to promote increased
activity while enlisting family involvement in an attempt
to maintain weight loss in the long term.

A range of interventions will be incorporated into the
program and involves three phases (1) weight loss

camps, (2) after-school clubs as supplement, and (3)
maintenance through web and social/family support.

It is expected that data from this project could provide
the basis for a national program to stem the rise of
obesity in Qatar through lifestyle changes, and reduce
related health conditions.

The research was recognized in the Exceptional Category
of the 6th cycle of the National Priorities Research
Program (NPRP) under the Qatar National Research Fund
(QNRF). The researchers include Dr Mohamed Ahmedna
(Lead PI) and Dr Abdelhamid Kerkadi from College of Arts
and Sciences, and co-researchers from Hamad Medical
Corporation, Supreme Education Council, Aspire Zone,
and Imperial College and Leeds Metropolitan University
in the UK.

In line with the healthy lifestyle promoted by QU, health and
fitness is getting serious around the campus. An activity,
styled on the lines of The Biggest Loser TV program, is

in its second season this fall semester since it started in
2013, and has become the one-stop on a journey towards
healthy weight loss and lifestyle. The program lasts for

two semesters and was created by Mrs Hanen Khaled Ben
Chobba, a Physical Therapy Specialist who coaches and
helps participants to reach their goal.

The program divides participants into teams of about sixteen
each coached by students working at the gym mostly sport
science students. This semester, the teams have expanded
to include those with employees. With about five groups in
the female section and two in the male section, each team
goes head to head in a challenge to help team members
lose as much weight as needed for their body weight and
develop a healthy lifestyle.

The team is monitored by a dietitian that checks on them
regularly and changes their diet based on individual needs.
Mrs Hanen has also created extra sessions and aerobics
classes that have attracted many other students, and as sport
science student Jawaher Alrefaei who also works at the gym
stated: “students are exercising and having fun and at the
same time, they are challenging themselves. The gym is much
different now and as a sport science student, that feels good.”

You lose. You win.
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You know that good health is essential for
the achievement of those goals. There are
little things that you can do to maintain a
healthy and fit lifestyle. But change requires
time, strong will and consistency. Make the
commitment to change some lifestyle habits,
and to follow some daily steps.

Eat balanced meals and avoid overeating. Stop eating
before you become completely full and give yourself
a chance to digest your food. Eat snacks between
meals such as fruit, vegetables and nuts. Avoid highly
processed foods that contain artificial sweeteners or
colors, sugar or excessive fat.

A healthy breakfast starts your day off right. It sets you up
so that you have energy for optimal mental and physical
performance. Eating breakfast helps to maintain stable
blood sugar levels and a healthy weight because you are
less likely to overeat later during the day.

Most fluids and foods contain water that keep your body
hydrated. But water is still the best and healthiest beverage
for maintaining a healthy body. Being hydrated is very
important for the brain as well as for eliminating the toxins
out of your body.

Stress can cause various problems from heart to digestive
diseases. Reduce your stress by doing sports, activities,
and enjoyable hobbies. Don’t overwork. Take breaks, and
surround yourself with people who support you.

Go to your doctor for annual physical checkups and exams
even if you are healthy. This helps you to be aware of any
change in your body in order to take action with the help of
your doctor.
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Some habits are not so bad, but can easily become a
problem if taken too far. These include sugar, caffeine and
junk food. Make sure you consume these things moderately
to avoid health problems, such as obesity, heart disease,
diabetes, and cholesterol. Make changes one at a time --
too many changes at once and you run the risk of relapsing
into your old habits.

Sleep affects your physical and mental health tremendously.
But lack of sleep affects metabolism, mood, concentration,
memory, motor skills, and even the immune system and
cardiovascular health. Sleep allows the body to heal, repair
and rejuvenate itself. Students don’t sleep well and it is
critical to maintain a good sleep pattern and balance to be
able to function well in class and in studying.

Sports and exercise are important to stay fit and healthy as
they improve blood circulation and body awareness. There
are many types of exercise, and they all have a positive
impact on your body. Regular exercise reduces depression;
cardiovascular exercise such as walking and running,
strengthens the heart and lungs; strength training reinforces
the muscles; and stretching reduces the risk of injury by
increasing flexibility.

Make sure that fresh fruits, vegetables, and whole
grains are the main part of your overall diet. Include lean
sources of protein such as poultry, fish, tofu, and beans.

“I smoke because all my friends do”

Is the usual response from students especially those at
university. Studies show that people start smoking not
long after they enter university and are more likely to
do so than the rest of the population. Students believe
that as they have come of age to be independent
adults, smoking is the route to showing that they are
no longer high-schoolers being dropped off at the
school gates by their parents. Meeting new friends and
settling into the social life of campus also opens up
many opportunities to start smoking because everyone
else is doing it.

College is a new way of life and as students join clubs,
meet each other to study or just hang out, there is
going to be one or more smokers in the group. Some
students say that the stress of campus life - what with
endless textbooks, exams, and keeping up grades -
makes them smoke and that they feel more relaxed.
Maybe so.

Knowing that tobacco companies deliberately target
young people in countries in the Middle East, Africa,
Latin America, and Asia - and increasingly young
women - and knowing that smoking is bad for your
health and the health of people who sit or ride with
you who do not smoke - would you consider stopping?

This is one of those times when safety
in numbers does not apply.

Digital
falent

Have you ever been
captivated by an artwork,
and wondered who did it?
Noora Al-Subayai’s digital
paintings will fascinate
you. They showcase her
passion for creativity and
innovation.

Noora is a 19-year-old student at College of Business &
Economics, pursuing a degree in Marketing. Her ambition

to leave her own fingerprint in the world of art has always
motivated her to create something innovative and impactful.
Noora started painting at an early age when she got her first
electronic painting board Disney’s Magic Art Studio. Then
she discovered the Photoshop program as an efficient tool
to create designs, all the while feeling herself to be more
oriented towards painting than design.

“| started searching for a program that will help me develop
my painting skills, and discovered the Paint Tool Sai, a
Japanese program used by well-renowned painters.

“| dedicate time to develop my talent by practicing digital
painting almost every day and search for studies posted by
painters on the Interne. | get inspired by articles or | create
my own ideas.”

Having participated in various workshops on animation

and caricature, Noora is now planning to make own
animated movie.
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tips to pre_vent
cybercrime

1- Use strong passwords

Choose different combinations of “user ID / password” for
your accounts. Use complicated passwords by combining
letters, numbers, and special characters. Don’t forget to
change your passwords on a regular basis.

2- Protect your computer from viruses and spywares
Firewalls play a core role in cyber defense because they block
connections to unknown sites and protect your computer
from some types of viruses and hackers. Make sure that

your firewall is activated. Prevent viruses and spywares from
infecting your computer by installing an antivirus and an
antispyware software, and update them regularly.

3- Secure your wireless network

Wi-Fi networks at home are vulnerable to intrusion if
they are not properly secured. Review and modify default
settings. Public Wi-Fi and “Hot Spots” are also vulnerable.
Avoid conducting financial or corporate transactions on
these networks.

4- Make sure your social media profiles are safe

Set your social media profiles on Facebook, Twitter, YouTube,
etc. to private. Check your security settings, and be careful
what information you post online.

5- Install the latest operating system updates

Keep your applications and operating system such as
Windows, Mac or Linux current with the latest system
updates. Turn on automatic updates to prevent potential
attacks on older software.
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Prevention is always the best way to
defend yourself against cybercrime. You
may need assistance from an IT security

expert to assess your computer’s
specific needs and vulnerabilities. Here
are some security steps that help you
reduce cybercrime.

6- Secure your mobile device

Your mobile device is also vulnerable to viruses and hackers.
When you download new applications, make sure they are
from trusted sources.

7- Protect your data

Use encryption for your most sensitive files and financial
records, make regular back-ups of all your important data,
and store it in another location such as a USB or an external
Hard disk.

8- Protect your e-ID

Avoid providing personal information such as your name,
address, phone number or financial information on the
Internet. Make sure you use secured websites (https) when
making online purchases, and enable privacy settings when
accessing social media sites.

9- Avoid being scammed

Always think before you click on an unknown link or file.
Check the source of the emails you receive, and never reply
to emails that ask you to verify your information or confirm
your user ID or password.

10- Call the right person to help

If you encounter illegal Internet content, or if you suspect
a computer crime, an identity theft or a commercial
scam, report this to your local police. If you need help
with maintenance or software installation on your
computer, consult with your service provider or a certified
computer technician.

-

a post-grad
L

You have completed your undergraduate degree and
you are excited about getting a job and gaining financial
independence -- no doubt, further study may be the
last thing on your mind. Or, you are already working

and realize that you need to develop more specialist
knowledgeable and capabilities in your field -- are you
prepared for the sacrifice to your time and lifestyle

to which you have grown accustomed? Balancing

work and study is not easy, but these sacrifices are
temporary and are well worth it in the end!

Pursuing postgraduate education is one of the most
valuable investments new graduates can make

towards their future career success. Dr Ayman Erbad,
Associate Professor and Computer Engineering program
coordinator at College of Engineering (CENG) points

to QU’s pioneering role in postgraduate education,

in which Qatari graduates are encouraged to pursue
postgraduate study at top universities around the world.

Graduates can also join QU’s Masters, Diploma or PhD
programs which offer a range of courses on topics
relevant to the needs of society and the labor market in
line with the objectives of Qatar National Vision.

Dr Erbad who has a Master’s degree in Embedded
Systems and Robotics from University of Essex in

UK and a PhD in Computer Sciences (Distributed
Systems Group) from University of British Columbia in
Canada urges graduates to make the next step in their
education and take advantage of the myriad of further
study and study abroad opportunities offered by QU.

“Postgraduate study education opens students to many
career opportunities,” he says, adding, “in pursuing

L

a higher-level degree, graduates advance their skills
and knowledge and can compete in the labor market

in their chosen field or any other area. They grow from
being ‘receivers’ of knowledge to ‘generators’ of quality
professional work.”

Postgraduate education is also a platform for
innovation and advanced research that brings to

QU in particular and the country in general qualified
researchers to shape the future of Qatar and the
region. With their academic and research expertise,
postgraduate professionals contribute to QU’s progress
and development, and to Qatar’s ambitions towards

a knowledge-based economy that is established

on solid pillars such as research, innovation, and
entrepreneurship,” Dr Erbad said.

Apart from the worry of taking on a new challenge to
further their study, new graduates also feel hesitant
about studying and living abroad away from their
families. Dr Erbad acknowledged students’ concerns
about studying and living abroad but he feels that
graduates can transition into new environment and to
people from different countries, traditions, backgrounds
and cultures with time and patience and with being
open to making new friends.“These challenges help
students to become more independent, learn new
things, and share experiences with colleagues. They
learn how to adjust to changes in their personal and
professional lives.

“Gaining those life skills adds value to their highly-
sought-after postgraduate education and prepares
them to enter the labor market with a considerable
advantage,” he said.
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Doha Events

25th Doha International Book Fair

The 25th Doha International Book Fair will be held on
January 7-17, 2015 at Doha Exhibition Center. This 2015
edition will include an exhibition of artworks, a play, and
an exhibition on book development and other cultural and
artistic events.

Qatar 24th Men’s Handball World Championship
Qatar 24th Men’s Handball World Championship will be
held from January 15 until February 1, 2015 at Al Sadd
Multipurpose Hall, Lusail Multipurpose Hall, and Qatar
Handball Federation Complex.

2nd Qatar Optimist Cup for Sailing

The 2nd Qatar Optimist Cup for Sailing will be held from
December 27,2014 until January 2, 2015 at Qatar
Sailing Club.

Qatar ExxonMobil Open ATP
The Qatar ExxonMobil Open ATP will be held on January 5-10
at Khalifa Tennis and Squash Complex.

Design and Social Change

The ‘Design and Social Change’ exhibition will be held
from January 12 until February 19, 2015 at VCUQatar
Gallery & Atrium.

The exhibition will feature design drafts and products
addressing the concept of social change Social from the
DMY International Design Festival Berlin 2014. Humanity
forms the focal point, including issues such as progress,
sustainability, and basic human needs — will be further
explored in a Crossing Boundaries Lecture which will
highlight nomad living, strategic craft production, regional
deign and the redesign of local memories.

Random International

The Crossing Boundaries Lecture Series Random
International will be held on January 21 at 6:00 pm at
VCUQatar Gallery & Atrium.

Founded by Stuart Wood, Flo Ortkrass and Hannes Koch

in 2005, Random International is a collaborative studio

for experimental practice within contemporary art. Taking
science as a means to develop a new material vocabulary,
their work invites consideration of the man/machine
relationship through explorations of behavior and natural
phenomena with the viewer as an active participant.

Handcrafts Workshops and Outdoor Market

The Handcrafts Workshops and Outdoor Market event is held
from October 2, 2014 until March 27, 2015 from 05:00 pm
until 07:00 pm at Katara Art Studios - Bldg 19

ICPST 2015

The International Conference on Physical Science and
Technology (ICPST) 2015 will be held on January 7-8 at
Concorde Hotel Doha.

IC4E

The International Conference on E-Education, E-Business,
E-Management and E-Learning (IC4E) will be held on
January 9-10, 2015. The conference will cover areas
such as computer-aided assessments, knowledge
management, and virtual learning environments. (Venue
to be announced)

ICGLC

The International Conference on Government, Law
and Culture (ICGLC) will be held on January 9-10,
2015. The conference will cover areas like regulation
and rulemaking, security, tax administration, and
transportation systems. (Venue to be announced)

ICEMM

The International Conference on Economics Marketing
and Management (ICEMM) will be held on January 9-10,
2015. The conference will cover areas such as Business
Statistics, Change Management, and Communications
Management. (Venue to be announced)

TMS Middle East - Mediterranean Materials Congress
on Energy and Infrastructure Systems

The TMS Middle East - Mediterranean Materials Congress
on Energy and Infrastructure Systems will be held on
January 14-15, 2015. The conference will cover areas
such as Sustainable Infrastructure Materials Track,
Materials for Energy Extraction, Conversion, Storage, and
Computational Materials Design.

(Venue to be announced)

ICMAPE

The International Conference on Mechanical, Aeronautics
and Production Engineering (ICMAPE) will be held on
January 17, 2015 at the Safir Doha Hotel.

The conference will cover areas such as aerodynamics,
applied mechanics, automation, as well as mechatronics
and robotics.

ICRACE

The International Conference on Robotics, Automation
and Communication Engineering (ICRACE) will be held on
January 17, 2015 at the Safir Doha Hotel. The conference
will cover areas such as robotics and its application, the
use of automation, and communication.
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