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Quality is about never compromising, never settling for second-best
in anything we do. It's about having the finest teachers, the best
resources, the brightest and most committed students,

But most of all, quality is a state of mind.

Enquiring, Curious, always seeking answers and finding new
problems to solve, it is the mark of a world-class university that
helps you be the best you can be,

www.qu.edu.ga



President’s Note

| am pleased to sign off this last
Campus Life for the academic year. In
so doing, | applaud our achievements
and acknowledge the lessons learned
from our challenges.

Among the developments that took place over
the year, of significance was the unprecedented
number of awards and achievements by QU
members locally, regionally and internationally,
the implementation of the decision to have
Arabic as the language of instruction in more

of our programs, and the re-formulation of the
requirements of the Foundation Program. Hence,
in closing this academic year, we look forward to
welcoming the new students, faculty and staff to an
invigorated environment.

Our students continue to inspire us with their
commitment to achieving personal and academic
success. They did brilliantly well in their various
endeavors and demonstrated in their many
accomplishments, that indeed, we are an institution
of quality and excellence.

Commendations also go to our motivated and
talented administrators, faculty and staff who
provided leadership and support to ensure that
our students continue to succeed and that our
programs and research continue to impact
positively on the wider community.

As | sign off, | wish you and your families a very
restful summer and a thoughtful and reflective
Ramadan, and look forward to welcoming you and
our new members in the next academic year.

Prof. Sheikha Abdulla A Al-Misnad
QU President



In the visit by Her Highness Sheikha
Moza bint Nasser to QU on April 29, we
showcased our standing as a national
institution of quality and excellence,
especially in research, and one with a
strong foundation of Qatari and Islamic
values and traditions.

Members of the university leadership team, faculty
and students participated in an open dialogue
session with Her Highness in which a number of
important topics were addressed -- most notably,
QU’s role as a national university. Also discussed
was the recent decision to change the language of
instruction into Arabic for a number of programs,
as well as the university’s role in the field of
scientific research.

Her Highness expressed pride in being a graduate
of Qatar University, urging students to express their
own pride in belonging to QU, and highlighted its
importance as a national university and a major

QU excellence showcased in HH visit

player on which the Qatar National Development
Strategy relies. She noted that, since its
foundation, the university has achieved significant
accomplishments at various levels.

Sheikha Moza thanked the university for its efforts
to ‘nationalize’ scientific research and to form a
research infrastructure for 480 projects supported
by Qatar National Research Fund (QNRF). In
response to queries by some students on the
decision of the Supreme Council for Education

to Arabicize the medium of instruction at the
university, Sheikha Moza praised the Arabic
language as “our mother tongue which we must
work to revive”, stressing that it was and still is a
language of science and research. On the other
hand, she said, the university must continue to
develop students’ skills in the English language.

In remarks addressed to administrative leaders
and the faculty, Sheikha Moza underlined the need
to open channels of communication between the
faculty and students, work to understand their
needs and solve the problems that impede their
academic and scientific drive at the university.

With regard to the relationship between Qatar
University and Qatar Foundation for Education,
Science and Community Development (QF),
Sheikha Moza said both are national organizations
with common goals.

During her visit, Her Highness toured several QU
facilities, and was briefed on one of QU’s important
high-school science and research projects — Life is
Engineering Project (LIEP).



On April 27 and 28, the organization
lived up to its role as a champion of
Arab and Islamic identity and heritage
when it fittingly staged the Model
Organization of Islamic Cooperation
(MOIC) conference.

Over 500 of our students from across colleges
representing 28 Islamic countries debated two
highly topical issues facing the Arab and Islamic
world — food security and the environmental crisis,
and political changes in the Muslim world.

The conference simulated deliberations

at meetings of the Organization of

Islamic Cooperation — the second largest
intergovernmental organization after the United
Nations -- which represents 57 member states and
is considered the collective voice of the Islamic
world.

Organized by the College of Sharia and Islamic
Studies (CSIS) and the Diplomatic Institute in the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the MOICC'’s objective
was to strengthen the dialogue on Islamic unity
and mutual understanding, promote the spirit of
leadership, and give students the opportunity to
enhance their presentation, communication and
debating skills. More importantly, the event was
aimed at widening students’ knowledge of broader
issues on religion, culture, and nationhood.

In her opening remarks, CSIS Dean Dr Al-Mannai
stated that the conference was being held to
connect students to the recent issues that affected
the Arab and Islamic countries at an economic
social and political level, especially in light of the
Arab Spring.

Model OIC engages students on
global issues

“You will gain practical and educational
experience, and it will help you to better
understand the recent and ongoing issues facing
the Arab world”, she told the students.

Ambassador Al-Mohannadi of the Diplomatic
Institute noted that the Organization of Islamic
Cooperation had tried during the past four years
to activate its role in supporting the efforts of the
international society in maintaining stability in the
region, and in trying to reduce the side effects of
natural disasters, armed conflict and poverty. “It is
our responsibility to broaden students’ awareness
of such issues, especially on food security and
changing politics that are particularly relevant
today”, he said.

Engineering student Abdulla Izzat said: “This event
greatly contributed to bringing a level of maturity to
the students’ approach to the issues, encouraging
critical thinking, and giving them practical
experience in debate and exchange of opinions.

It will help QU students
to better interact

with the society

and enhance their
understanding of
contemporary Islamic
issues. This conference
also played a great role
in strengthening their
leadership skills and
encouraging them to
be effective members
in Arab, Islamic and
international societies”.



QU continues to advance its goal to
become a leader of economic and social
development in Qatar through signed
agreements, academic collaborations
and partnerships with industry,
government, business, academia, and
civil society.

An MOU signed on May 20 with Qatar Foundation
for Combating Human Trafficking (QFCHT) will
establish legal clinics towards combating human
trafficking in Qatar and provide hands-on training
for College of Law (LAWC) students in advocacy
for victims.

Under the agreement, the College and the
Foundation will coordinate and strengthen their
existing cooperation activities through exchange
of information and experiences in their individual
scope of competence, through workshops,
seminars, and other symposia.

Building on QU’s commitment to promoting a
culture of science and scientific research among
Qatar’s youth, the organization’s Materials
Technology Unit (MTU) signed a platinum
sponsorship agreement on May 22 with RasGas to
strengthen the collaborative relationship between
the two parties, and in particular advance the Unit’s
popular high school initiative Al Bairag World.

Boosting strategic partnerships

In early May, QU and Dolphin Energy Qatar
reaffirmed their partnership in which, since 2010,
the oil company has supported and sponsored a
number of initiatives and projects at QU such as
the 3rd International Gas Processing Symposium
in March 2012; Life is Engineering Project 2012,
Qatari Engineer of 2030; Plant Design Award
Contest, Dolphin Open Day, and an educational
workshop for CENG faculty. Dolphin was also one
of the sponsors of the high-level Future Energy
Summit held by the Energy and Environmental Law
Forum of the College of Law at the end of May.

An MOU signed with Qatar Diar Vinci Construction
(QDVC) in May will enhance and strengthen
mutual cooperation between the two organizations.
The agreement is targeted to activities and
initiatives in the College of Engineering (CENG).

It covers several joint initiatives, such as
collaborative research projects, summer training
for students, providing support for final projects,
and recruitment of fresh graduates. It also
providesfor QDVC experts to be guest speakers
at CENG events, or as judges for final examination
projects.

The College of Engineering (CENG) will also
benefit from an MOU signed with Kahramaa and
Siemens WLL on May 8 that established scientific
and academic cooperation in the area of energy
efficiency.



Per the agreement, QU will collaborate with

the two partners by providing expertise on the
development of energy efficiency systems for their
power generation, transmission and distribution
systems. The tripartite group will co-operate on a
case by case basis to carry out various research
and development efforts.

Siemens will also establish a Faculty Chair for
Energy Efficiency at CENG with the objective to
graduate qualified Qatari nationals to work in the
energy sector.

An MOU signed with Japanese trading and
investment company Marubeni Corporation on April
29 will establish academic and cultural initiatives
within QU’s College of Arts & Sciences (CAS).

In the terms of the agreement, Marubeni will
provide sponsorship funds in the amount of US$6
million over a 5-year period. The company will also
establish a Faculty Chair in Japanese or East Asian
Studies, a student internship program to Marubeni’s
Tokyo Office, and a Qatar-Japan student cultural
program. It will also provide Japanese textbooks
for QU Library.

The agreement comes at the time of the 40th
anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic
relations between Qatar and Japan and aims to
strengthen the relationship of mutual understanding
of the cultures and histories of the two countries.

In March, the College of Pharmacy (CPH) signed a
Clinical Training Agreement with the South Carolina
College of Pharmacy (USC, USA) which establishes
a bilateral Doctor of Pharmacy (PharmD) student
exchange between the institutions’ respective
programs. The agreement complements the 2011
Agreement of Cooperation signed between CPH
and USC College of Pharmacy which facilitates
faculty and student exchange, continuing
professional development and collaborative
research.

Under the CTA, up to 5 selected CPH PharmD
students and 5 selected USC PharmD students will
participate reciprocally in 4-week elective clinical/
academic internships in South Carolina and Doha
in teaching hospital settings, under the mentorship
of academic pharmacy clinicians.

In a similar agreement, CPH and Xavier University
in Louisiana will exchange one student per year for
a minimum of 4 weeks for clinical training activities.
As at writing, two CPH PharmD students are
undertaking clinical internships at the University

of South Carolina and Xavier University. It is be

the first time QU pharmacy students are travelling
outside of the country for training purposes.

The organization signed a 5-year MOU with
Georgetown University School of Foreign Service
in February to establish academic exchanges
and faculty research collaboration, and to provide
opportunities for students from both institutions

to take courses in programs at the respective
campuses.

An articulation agreement signed with the
Community College of Qatar on January 3 will
facilitate CCQ students’ admission into QU.

By the terms of the agreement, CCQ

students having completed 60 credit hours of
undergraduate coursework in the College’s
Associate Degree in Arts (AA) or Associate
Degree in Science (AS) programs, are eligible

to apply for admission to QU’s undergraduate
programs. They would also be allowed to bypass
QU’s English, Math and Computer competency
requirements.

However, CCQ students who have not completed
their associate degrees and wish to be admitted
into QU, would need to fulfill those requirements
as well as completed at least 24 credit hours of
undergraduate coursework at the College.

In turn, CCQ will accept reverse transfers of QU
courses to the College for consideration as AA or
AS degrees.



Three undergraduate degree programs
in Public Health, Psychology, and
Public Policy, Planning and Leadership,
a Master’s program in Materials
Science, and a PhD in Environmental
Sciences are being developing to begin
this Fall.

The new programs will be offered at the College
of Arts & Sciences, in addition to a minor in
Translation Studies and one in Philosophy.

The programs were developed due to the

high demand for specialized personnel in the
respective fields, CAS Dean Dr Eiman Mustafawi
said.

She noted that psychologists are urgently needed
to provide services to the community, and
researchers in this field are increasingly important
for Qatar as the country tries to find a balance with
growing globalization changes while preserving its
traditions and values.

Similarly, public health is an area that is seriously
undersubscribed in Qatar and based on the
national health strategy, the country needs to build
human capital of health experts and researchers
who are skilled in the field, Dr Mustafawi said.

She further added that the Policy, Planning

New degree programs

and Leadership program will aim to produce
professionals with the skills and knowledge to
engage in and find solutions to the country’s
energy and environmental challenges.

Describing the MSc in Materials Science, Dr
Mustafawi said it is a much-needed program
which will help in solving key issues of energy, the
environment, healthcare, and transport.

On the Translation Studies program, she said that
is was timely one and in sync with the general
thinking in academia in Qatar of the need for
translators, as seen in the recent launch of a
program at Hamad bin Khalifa University in
Education City.



College of Law (LAWC) students
advanced their commitment to tackling
the issue of domestic violence when
they developed a draft law on the
issue, and called for a comprehensive
awareness program to address it.

The 25 male and female students -- participants

in the College’s Domestic Violence Clinic, the

first such in the Middle East -- gave details of

the 3-section draft law “Qatar Protection From
Domestic Violence Act” at a press conference held
on May 28.

The draft Act was drawn up during the past
semester in which they learned about the
damaging effects of domestic violence on
individuals, families and society at large, and
examined the current laws, services and resources
available for victims. It also included input from
the Qatar Foundation for the Protection of Women
and Children. The students also researched the
laws in other countries — especially other Muslim
countries such as Malaysia, Pakistan and Lebanon
—and incorporated several aspects in their draft.

The draft Act calls for the adoption of a law to
criminalize domestic violence which it defines
as not only physical violence but also emotional,
sexual and financial violence.

The students also drew up a five-point action plan
to stop domestic violence in Qatar. It includes
establishing Qatar as model state for the GCC by
adopting culturally-appropriate legislation on the
issue.

They stressed that this was just the first stage

of their draft plan and are looking to future law
students to build on their work and address issues
such as prevention, enforcement and punishment.
They also called on government policymakers to

Law students lead on tackling
domestic violence

take up some of their proposed action points.
Outlining the plan, the students stressed that

there was no more or less domestic violence in
Qatar than any other country; and that a lack of
research and national statistics on the issue meant
that many people either did not know about it or
believed that it did not exist in Qatar.

They called for the development of wide-
ranging education and training programs
throughout society — in schools, with
prospective spouses, the police, courts
and hospital staff; a high-profile public
awareness campaign to “break the
silence” and encourage victims to speak
out; treatment programs for abusers and
support groups for victims; and further
research on the issue.

First-year law student Fatma Al-Qooz, who
took part in the Clinic, said: “Our goal is to
contribute to changes in Qatar since there
is an element of denial about the issue. We
need more empirical data to help convince people
there is a problem, then we can start tackling it.
We want a law to criminalize domestic violence, but
laws will not make a difference until the community
knows about domestic violence and accepts it
as a problem. That’'s why we also need a public
awareness program.”

Her colleague Aleh Al Behaih, one of the six men
in the Clinic, said: “Domestic violence may occur
in any house; it's not related to who you are or
your social standing. Because it threatens the
foundation of our society, we need a law to prevent
this phenomenon from happening. Our role is

to raise awareness of the issue and encourage
victims to break the silence”.

Congratulating the students, LAWC Dean Dr
Hassan Okour, said: the students, saying: “Their
dedication to working on domestic violence in
Qatar is far and beyond what any of us expected,
up to and including the law they drafted and
presented today. Congratulations to them for
recognizing the importance of the contribution
they can make to improve their community, their
country and the world, as members of the legal
profession.”

In March, the students held the first-ever Domestic
Violence Awareness Week during which they

gave presentations to an audience of QU and
community members to educate them on the
psychological, social, economic, and legal aspects
of domestic violence.



Recognition for pharmacy college
from top Canadian exam body

10

College of Pharmacy (CPH) has been
officially recognized by the Pharmacy
Examining Board of Canada (PEBC),
the national certification body for the
profession of pharmacy in Canada,
thus highlighting the College’s growing
international reputation.

The move by the PEBC recognizes the College’s
BSc (Pharm) graduates as graduates of a
pharmacy program accredited by the Canadian
Council for Accreditation of Pharmacy Programs
(CCAPP). In practice, this means that they will not
be required to sit the PEBC Pharmacist Evaluating
Examination but will be permitted direct entry to
the PEBC Pharmacist Qualifying Examination,
which is typically reserved for pharmacy graduates
in Canada and the USA.

The PEBC will also deliver Part 1 of its Pharmacist
Qualifying Examination in Qatar on a pilot basis.
This will take place in November, allowing CPH
students to sit the exam in Doha, making it the first
time it will be delivered outside of North America,
and which, if successful, will be repeated annually.

CPH Dean Dr Peter Jewesson heralded the
recognition, saying: “This is a very important
milestone for our new program, the university
and for Qatar-Canada relations. Under the new
National Health Strategy, Qatar seeks to improve
health care outcomes for its citizens by improving

services and research aimed at improving the
effectiveness and quality of health care. The
college plays an important role in this initiative.

“Benchmarking our program against Canadian
standards through the CCAPP program
accreditation and the PEBC competency
standards is an important component of our
strategic planning and reflects our commitment to
continuous quality improvement.

QU Vice President and Chief Academic Officer

Dr Sheikha bint Jabor Al-Thani praised the
College’s efforts in developing its stature and its
continued pursuit for quality and excellence. She
said: “This is a significant step forward, not only
for the college and the university but for health
education and health care services in Qatar. It
recognizes all the hard work undertaken by the
College of Pharmacy to establish itself as a center
of excellence operating according to the very best
practices worldwide”.



QPRP, UREP success

The academic year ended on a high of the final 52 proposals awarded by QNRF.
note with the organization excelling The breakdown of the 36 QU awards: Medical and

. .. Health Sciences 12, Engineering & Technology 10,
in the NPRP 5th CVCIe’ receiving Natural Sciences 9, Social Sciences 4, Humanities

62 winning grants comprising 31 1
engineering, 16 arts & sciences, 3 “Continued success in the two competitions
pharmacy, 3 QUWIC, 2 business & further heightens QU'’s place as a leader in

economics, 2 MTU, 1 SESRI, 1 ESC, 1 research committed to quality and excellence”, VP
education, 1 SSP, and 1 VP Academic for Research Dr Hassan Al-Derham said.

Office. This translates to about 40% of

the total 156 awarded proposals, the

highest among awarded institutes.

In the 11th cycle of the Undergraduate Research
Experience Program (UREP), QU was awarded
over US$1 million for grant proposals submitted
under the Qatar National Research Fund (QNRF).
QU put forward 98 of the 135 proposals that were
submitted overall in the cycle from all institutes in
Qatar. The organization received 36 (about 70%)

11



Alumni Association established

12

QU took important steps in March to
strengthen the network of its graduates
and create a forum for interaction,
collaboration and engagement in the
organization’s development.

The Association, which replaces the Alumni

Club, will engage in a wide range of activities

to build a solid social network of graduates with

a shared loyalty and affinity to their alma mater.
Such activities will enhance collaboration with the
university and keep graduates connected to each
other and to QU through information, events and
special projects.

An important goal is to engage alumni on the
fundamental question on what they can do to
support QU. They will gain an increased sense of
pride in their university and by their involvement
in the Association’s work, will help to raise the
visibility of the institution.

The Association’s work will be governed by a
Board of Directors comprising select alumni and
its activities given administrative, logistical and
financial support by the Alumni Office of QU’s
External Relations Department. However, the
Association will rely mostly on the efforts of its
alumni volunteers. Chapters based on college,
profession, year of graduation or personal interests
will be led by active alumni volunteers with a vision
to serve their profession, their peers, the university
and society.

The Association’s membership includes three
categories: registered members — graduates
whose current contact information is available at
QU; honorary members; those invited to join; and
active/loyal members who are supportive and
active in the Association’s work.

Alumni will enjoy such privileges as full access to
the campus, its facilities, programs and services
such as the Library, parking, allotted seats at

the Early Childhood Center for their children,
discounted fees for professional development
training and for the sports complexes, and will
receive a discount booklet for shopping outlets in
partnership with the Association.

They will have the opportunity to participate in

QU cultural, social and sporting activities and will
receive SMS invitation to various events organized
by the Association and by QU. Subscription to
in-house magazines and newsletters are also
available to members.

A number of simple and effective ways in which
alumni can become Loyal Members of the
Association include joining the QU alumni career
network to mentor current students; participating
in QU social media forums on Twitter, LinkedIn and
Facebook to generate a positive discourse about
the organization; taking a volunteer leadership
role in the Association; organizing a QU event in
a neighborhood/community; and attending QU
academic, cultural and other public events to
network with fellow alumni and keep abreast of
developments.

Alumni may consider making an annual financial
gift to QU and should encourage others to do

the same. Whatever the amount, this is a critical
act of giving that has long-term benefits for our
graduates, current students, and the university as
a whole.
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QU students are tops!

14

During the academic year, our students
continued to demonstrate their
excellence in personal, academic and
extra-curricular activities.

Accounting students Haya Khalid Al-Noaimi, and
Dabia Khalifa Al-Noaimi and marketing student
Najla Al-Kuwari won first and second place in the
recent Al Fikhra competition. Haya and Dabia’s
e-teaching website “Alimni” offers GCC citizens
online tutorials in Arabic in Math, Sciences, and
Languages, while Najla’s e-business magazine
“Mujala-TEC” will provide communication and
interactive activities among GCC citizens.

CENG students Samer Said and Osama El-Kahlout
celebrated winning first place in the student poster
competition of the 2012 Power & Energy Society
Transmission and Distribution Conference and
Exposition which was held in May in Orlando, USA.
Their project “Design of a Power System Stabilizer
Based on Microcontroller for Power System
Stability Enhancement” which was supervised by
Drs Khalid Ellithy and Tarek Mohamed EI-Fouly,
clinched the title among 81 student posters from
universities around the world.

In two top events held in Qatar and the UAE

in April, student teams from the College

of Engineering (CENG) had major wins in
competitions for outstanding research projects.

In the prestigious Microsoft Imagine Cup
competition held in Qatar, computer science

and engineering team “Technology Lanterns”
comprising students Fatma Al-Msaifri, Mariam
Al-Ansari, Rogaya Al Shaabi and Yesmin Halwani,

supervised by CSE faculty Dr Osama Halabi,
placed first for their innovative project 3D-KINDIO.
In the UAE, two engineering teams were named
first and second place winners in the annual
engineering competition held under the GCC
Secretariat.

Students Mohammed Al-Saad and Monther
Ghafel, supervised by Department of Electrical
Engineering head Dr Mohieddine Benammarr,

won for their project “Design of a Digital Pleural
Drainage System while chemical engineering
students Mariam Hamidani, Laila Al-Ansari,

Nada Mustafa, and Zaineb Watan, supervised

by Department of Chemical Engineering head Dr
Farid Benyahia and Associate Professor Dr Majeda
Khraisheh won second place for their plant design
project.

Fatima Khamis emerged the winner of the photo
competition with her beautiful depiction of a
young boy in QU’s 3rd Photography Exhibition &
Competition , while Reem Al Balouchi received
the popular student vote, followed by Ahmed
Mohamed Hassan and Haya Al-Khulaifi in second
and third place.

CENG student Dana Al Marri was named best
speaker in the 1st National Universities Arabic
Debating Championship which debated on care
homes for elderly people. Second place was
engineering student Khoulod Khalid and third
place was law student Amna Al Husseini.



Final round winners were Team 2 from College

of Engineering, with international affairs team
comprising Amna Sadiq, Sara Abdulla, and Fatma
Al Sayed placing second.

Law student Aisha Hassan Al-Emadi was awarded
the “Best Oralist-Claimant” at the Second

Annual Willem C. Vis Middle East International
Commercial Arbitration Pre-Moot held in Muscat,
Oman on March 1. This was the second time QU
participated in the event and the first time a QU
student won in this category. Last year, QU won
the award for “Best Memorandum-Claimant”.

Marwa Bamatraf, Abdulla Al-Ameri, Lama Abuakar
and Radfa Al-Marri placed second in the Middle
East round of the Price Media Law Moot Court
Competition held at Al Jazeera Media Training
and Development Center on February 21-23. The
four students competed against colleagues from
Jordan University, University of Sharjah, United
Arab Emirates University and Yarmouk University,
on key emerging issues in media law and policy
such as accountability, surveillance, protection of
privacy, human rights and censorship.

In March, students and faculty from the College

of Engineering (CENG) and College of Arts &
Sciences (CAS) were 1st and 2nd place winners
of the fourth annual UREP competition for their
respective projects “Wireless Sensors for Corrosion
Detection of Post-Tensioned Tendons in Bridges”,
and “The Qatar Online Oral History Project”.

The 1st prize team from CENG’s Department of
Civil and Architectural Engineering comprised
students Mohannad Abo-Hassan, Mohamed
Shehadeh, Ibrahim Dohair, Abdulfattah Shehadeh,

Mohammad Alfar and Momen Anayeh supervised
by Associate Professor of Civil Engineering Dr
Khaldoon Bani-Hani.

The 2nd prize team from CAS’ Department of
Mass Communication comprised students Mariam
Dahrouj, Shatha Farajallah and Sara Al-Khalfan
supervised by Dr Andrew Mills.

This is the fourth time win for QU in the competition
having placed first in the 1st and 2nd cycles and
third in the 3rd cycle.

Sports management major Hanna Al Bader was
given the honor to recite the Athletic Pledge at
the Arab Games and was a member of the Qatari
Olympic Handball team at the Asian Olympic
Qualifiers in China in preparation for the Olympic
Games in London 2012.

Sport science student Abdullah Talib Afifa, a
profilic football player with Al Rayyan Sports Club,
particpated in the Qatar Stars League with his
team who finished 3rd in the competition. He also
joined his team in the Asian Champions League.
Due to his great performance, Abdullah was
selected for the extended Qatar National Football
team. He was honored with the Award for Best
Young Player for 2011/2012 by the Qatar Football
Association. His successful season ended with
him lifting the Heir Apparent Cup 2012.

15



QU sends strong message on literacy

16

The First Annual Qatar Literacy
Conference held by the College of
Education (CED) on April 21 highlighted
the level of commitment of QU and

its partners to engage on the shared
responsibility of addressing the issue
of literacy.

The event which was held in conjunction with

the Middle East Partnership Initiative (MEPI),
Bloomsbury Publishers Qatar, and the International
Reading Association, drew a packed auditorium

of over 300 teachers, educators, policymakers,
and representatives from family and children’s
institutions, and cultural centers. Several young
students were also present with their parents.

Local, regional and international institutions
represented at the conference included QU.s
National Center for Educator Development,

British Council Doha, Aspire Academy for Sports
Excellence, Aswaj Academy, Emirates College

for Advanced Education UAE, Appalachian State
University USA, as well as local schools Moza
Bint Mohammed Preparatory School for Girls,
Compass International School Doha, Rabaa
Secondary School for Girls, Al Esraa Girls Primary
Independent School,and Hamad bin Abdullah bin
Jassim Independent Secondary School for Boys.

In her remarks, CED Dean Dr Hissa Sadiq said:
“This conference is sending a strong message that
we need to share the responsibility of increasing
literacy rates and preparing our children to
become engaged members of their communities.
It is well-known that literacy positively impacts an
individual’s life and contributes to the development
of societies.

Getting children reading is an important first start
to tackling the issue. This is not an issue only

for Qatar and the region, but one that is being
addressed globally. We are pleased to hold the
first conference on literacy in Qatar and to do so
with such organizations as Bloomsbury Publishers
and the International Reading Association, with
whom we share a commitment to literacy and
especially children’s literacy”.

Dr Sadiqg spoke about plans for a new initiative
Teach For Qatar whose main purpose is support
primary education children who have difficulties
in reading Arabic or English. “Everyone can
volunteer in this program”, she said, adding

“we will need to attract an organization who is
interested in working with us on this initiative”.

Conference participants heard from keynote
speakers Olivia O’Sullivan, Co-Director of Power
of Reading Project of the Center for Learning in
Primary Education (CLPE) and Sakil Malik from the
International Reading Association.

O’Sullivan presented on literacy and the UK
experience, detailing the Power of Reading
project, its strategies to engage teachers and
students alike in the appreciation of reading, and
its successes. She noted that at the beginning of
the project year, only 16% of children were actively
reading, and at the end of the project year, the
number increased to 95%.

She further stated that for children to be
enthusiastic about reading, teachers themselves
must be knowledgeable about children’s books
and how to read them, and be motivated in reading
to transfer their enthusiasm to their students. “We
cannot have an effect on our students at home,

but we can in the classroom”, she said. She also
encouraged the setting up of children’s book clubs
which will provide an out-of-lesson activity for
children to read and share books and stories.

In his presentation on “The role of the teacher
and teacher professional development — Effective
Reading for All: Focusing on the early grades in
Qatar”, Sakil Malik told the audience: “There is no
shortcut to literacy” and acknowledged the Qatari
government’s leadership in tackling the issue as
set out in Qatar Vision 2030.

He noted that literacy rates have increased in
Qatar with 2008 figures recording 84% literacy
comprising 89.1% males and 88.6% females. In
1990, illiteracy rates in Qatar stood at 20% but
came down by 4% in 2011, he said.

He further stated that there were concerns about
literacy not only in reading, but in Science, Math,
as well as English and Arabic. He drew attention
to a significant factor to the problem, which was
the instruction of students in a second language
without them being first proficient in their own
language. “Itis very crucial for the first 3 or 4
years for a child to be engaged in literacy of his/
her own mother tongue before being instructed in
another language”, he said.

Attendees took part in workshops and discussion
sessions on related topics of literacy in reading,
writing, comprehension, and instruction, and

a roundtable discussion on “Literacy in Qatar:
Challenges and Opportunities”.
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QU libraries move to

state-of-the-art facility

18

In April, QU men’s and women’s
libraries made the transition from their
former locations on the respective
campuses to a new state-of-the art
building located in the vicinity of the
new College of Business & Economics
and College of Law buildings.

The facility is an addition to the upgraded
infrastructure at QU which saw the launch last
year of the new CBE and Law buildings, and the
women’s College of Engineering and the Food
Court in 2009.

Library Director Dr Tajalsir Kardaman noted

that, “Like those buildings, the new library was
designed to the highest modern standards of
function, design and eco-sustainability, and
enhance the traditional aesthetics of the campus
architecture”.

The building boasts five floors which accommodate
the reception ground floor and first floor for female
students, second floor for male students, and third
floor for administrative offices and various library
resources and equipment. The third floor also
houses the offices of QU’s Social and Economic

Survey Research Institute (SESRI) which re-located
from its space in the College of Arts & Sciences
(CAS).

Occupying an area of 51,000 sq meters, the new
library also has expanded seating and study
capacities, well-equipped amphitheater, meeting
rooms, multi-media and information literacy labs,
two photography centers, exhibition hall, two
cafeterias, and other interactive areas.

QU Library is considered the hub of interaction for
students and faculty in its provision of a rich and
diverse collection of books, periodicals, journals,
e-resources, and reference materials. “It is also an
important resource for the Qatari community for
reference on a wide range of topics that address
all sectors”, Dr Kardaman said, adding, “we

strive to engage high school students, teachers,
government, business, industry, civil society in
providing resources and services that will be
beneficial to them”.

QU students, faculty, staff and external users are
provided with resources and services under three
sections: (1) public services including circulation,
reference, instructional and collection management
services, (2) technical services which deal with
indexing, cataloging acquisition, collection



development gifts and exchanges and (3) library
information management system. “This structure
is effectively implemented by our library staff, who
are highly-trained in wide-ranging skills to provide
the most efficient services, and coupled with the
most advanced technological facilities, we aim to
make the library experience quick and easy for all
our users”, Dr Kardaman said.

Based on its collection development policy, and

on accreditation priorities for different academic
colleges and departments within QU, the library
continues to enhance its print and electronic
resources, currently offering over 100,000 book
titles in both Arabic and English languages in
different fields and specializations offered at Qatar
University. It also houses around 100,000 electronic
books, 76 databases consisting of many academic
articles and scientific information material, and
subscribes to over 50,000 magazines, journals and
newspapers.

Since its establishment in 1973, QU library has
undergone a number of significant developmental
changes, the earliest of which was the
establishment of the automated Main Injector Non
Standard Interactions Search (MINSIS) integrated
library system in 1987. This was followed in

2008 by the Millennium System which the library
envisions as a powerful means for improving its
resources and services alike for the benefit of the
QU community. This is especially important in view
of the its current strategic plan and accreditation
effort. The Library also provides training services in
the use of its Millennium system and databases.

Another important system implemented at the
Library was AskZad, a new electronic database
in Arabic, featuring more than 24,000 e-books,
covering a wide range of topics; more than 7,000
dissertations from elite universities across the
Middle East; over 9,000 peer-reviewed articles;
191 academic journals and periodicals, archived
and updated, covering issues from the 1970s;
academic journals index of more than 650 journals;
news index of more than 1200 newspapers,
magazines and news websites. This resource will
provide reams of work in Arabic for the benefit of
students, faculty, researchers in and outside QU
from all areas of the Qatari community.

The Library is currently transferring to the Library of
Congress classification system; accordingly, book
titles in both Arabic and English can be accessed
on the same shelves.

Notably, the Library also hosts three designated
cultural sections — the Qatari Corner, American
Corner, and Japanese Corner. “These are three
special collections that stand out prominently in our
facility and which will be of immense interest to our
students, and external users”, Dr Kardaman said.

The Library also receives a donation of books from
the Japanese Embassy as part of the continuing
cultural and academic exchanges between the
two organizations. This event began in 1989 and
continued in 2006, 2008, 2010, and 2010. The
books, in English and Japanese, include novels,
children’s books and comics, Japanese history,
cuisine, horticulture, origami art, style and design,
architecture, and martial arts.

Since its opening, the Library has hosted a number
of events such as the recent World Book Day
celebrations in which the Japanese Embassy
donated another 176 books to the Library, and
during which schoolchildren participated in writing
and reading workshops and competitions; and a
unique international seminar on April 8-12 by the
International Center for Studies in Education Paris
(CIEP) for teachers of French language abroad.
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