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PROGRAM 

 
Sunday, 26 November 2023 
 
 
9:00 - 9:30 am  Opening Ceremony 
 
Prof. Mahjoob Zweiri  
Gulf Studies Center, Qatar University 
 
Dr. Luciano Zaccara 
Gulf Studies Center, Qatar University 
 
Dr. Edward Wastnidge  
Open University, SEPAD 
 
Prof. Rafael Bustos 
Universidad Complutense de Madrid, OPEMAM 
 
 
9:30 – 11:00 am  Panel 1: ELECTORAL POLITICS IN MENA REGION  
   

Moderator: Luciano Zaccara 
Speakers: 
 

• Anti-systems parties in pluralist authoritarian regimes: the case of Annahj Addimocrati 
in Morocco 
Lucía García del Moral 
Universidad de Granada, Spain 
 

• When Elections can be Drivers for Conflict Transformation: Cases of Transnational 
Justice and Peacebuilding in WANA Societies 
Rafael Bustos 
Universidad Complutense of Madrid, Spain 
 

• On Elections and Autocracy. Structural Factors for Regime Consolidation in the MENA 
Region 
Alvaro de Arguelles and Víctor Fernández Cuervo 
Universidad Autónoma de Madrid, Spain 

 

11:00 -11:30 am  Coffee Break  
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11:30 am - 1:00 pm  Panel 2: MENA CASE STUDIES  
 

Moderator: Edward Wastnidge  
Speakers: 
 

• The Impact of Ethnic Divisions on Electoral Democracy in Libya and Sudan Before and 
After the Two Waves of Arab Spring: A Comparative Study Using Mixed Methods 
Nadia Abdel Hameed El Dakroury 
Cairo University, Egypt 

 
• Electoral System Design in Divided Societies: The Case of the 2017 Lebanese 

Electoral Law 
Eduardo Wassim Aboultaif; Talal Hachem and Allison McCulloch 
Holy Spirit University of Kaslik (USEK), Lebanon - Brandon University, Canada.  

• Electoral Politics and Foreign Policy Narratives of Small States – Status-seeking and 
Elections in the Case of Kuwait, Qatar and Tunisia (2021-2022) 
Mate Szalai 
Universitá Ca' Foscari, Italy 

 

1:00 - 2.00 pm  Lunch Break 

 

2:00 – 4:00 pm  Panel 3: GULF CASE STUDIES  

  Moderator: Rafael Bustos 
Speakers:  

 
• Political Limitations to Democratic Reform in Iraq 

Zeidon Alkinani 
University of Aberdeen, Scotland  
 

• Electoral Politics in Iraq: Qualitative and Quantitative Analysis of the 2021 
Parliamentary Elections 
Abdulla Al-Khazraji - Kazuto Matsuda   
Qatar University, Qatar  
 

• Ethno-Religious Minorities and Electoral Politics in Iran 
Mansour Anbarmoo - Edward Wastnidge  
Islamic Azad University, Iran - Open University, United Kingdom  
 

• The first legislative elections in Qatar, 2021: A step towards citizen political inclusion? 
Luciano Zaccara - Salem Ghurab 
Qatar University, Qatar - Lancaster University, United Kingdom 
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Organizers: 
 

 
 
 
Dr. Luciano Zaccara 
Research Associate Professor,  
GSC-QU, Director OPEMAM 
 
Ms. Nesibe Hicret Battaloglu 
Research Assistant, GSC-QU 
 
 
Ms. Nourhan Bulble 
Administrative Coordinator,  
GSC-QU 
 

Prof. Simon Mabon 
Director SEPAD Project,  
Lancaster University, UK 
 
Dr. Edward Wastnidge 
Deputy Director SEPAD,  
Open University, UK 
 
Prof. Rafael Bustos 
Universidad Complutense de Madrid, 
Scientific Coordinator OPEMAM  
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